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AGENDA 

LOWER LEVEE PROJECT 
DISTRICT MEETING - February 8, 1978 1:30 P.M. 

WELCOME - Introduce (Lloyd Johnson) - Don Nelson and Jay Ensley 

Howard Miller - Chairman of Board of County Commissioners 

All Commissioners of Diking and Drainage Districts and the Skagit 

Skagit Conservation District Board Members 

Mr. Ray Skrinde 

Mr. Forrest Brooks and Mr. Vern Cook of the Corps of Engineers 

1. Howard Miller to address all commissioners on need for cooperation. 

2. Appointment of a nominating committee to select a Chairman or President, 

Vice-Chairman, and a Secretary-Treasurer. (This group known as the "Skagit 

County Flood Control Council" in the past) Bank Balance as of 2-3-78 - $336.93. 

Nonimating Committee should also select a Working Committee to participate in 

securing the Right-of-way and other items that may be necessary to complete 

proj ect. 

3. Districts most vitally affected by the Levee Project are - #12, 1, 17, 3, 2, 

13, and 15. 

4. Introduction of Forest Brooks of the Corps of Engineers and Mr. Vern Cook of 

the Corps of Engineers. 

These gentlemen will present the planning facet and status of the Lower Levee 

Proj ect. 

5. Open for discussion. 



LLOYD H. JOHNSON, P.E. 
COUNTY ENGINEER 

OFFICE OF 

SKAGIT COUNTY ENGINEER 
P. O. BOX 396 

MOUNT VERNON. WASHINGTON 98273 

206 - 336-6147 

January 25, 1978 

Dear Commissioners and Board Members: 

JACK C. RAFTER, P.E. 
ASSISTANT COUNTY ENGINEER 

We are calling a meeting of all the Dike and Drainage District Commissioners 
and the Skagit Conservation District Board Members at 1:30 P.M. on February 
8, 1978, in the New Skagit County Administration Building, Conference Room 
'AI. 

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the Corps of Engineer's Lower Levee 
Project that is now being designed for construction in the near future. I 
am sure that all the commissioners and board members would like to hear the 
latest plans for the Lower Levee Project and participate through a committee 
of their choice. 

Mr. Raymond Skrinde, recently retired Corp of Engineer personnel and Mr. Vern 
Cook, Design Engineer - Corp of Engineers, will hopefully be in attendance to 
answer some of the pertinent questions that you people may have regarding the 
project. 

It has been suggested by Mr. Peter Walker, Dike District #12, that the Skagit 
County Flood Control Council comprised of the local diking and drainage districts 
be reactivated. 

We hope that this meeting will be helpful and informative to all parties con
cerned and that your district will be able to be in attendance. 

LHJ/hj 

SEE ATTACHMENT 

Respectfully, 

LLOYD H. JOHNSON, P.E. 
Skagit County Engineer 

~ .. 
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January 25, 1978 
District Commissioners: 

Bob Hulbert 
249 Dry Slough Road 
Mount Vernon, WA 

Floyd Nelson 
730 Chilberg Road 
LaConner, WA 

Jess Knutzen 
1183 Avon-Allen Road 
Burlington, WA 

Cliff Magin 
1224 Patricia Lane 
Burlington, WA 

Llyle Wesen 
740 Worline Road 
Bow, WA 

COPY MAILED TO ALL DIKE AND DRAINAGE DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 
AS WELL AS THE SKAGIT CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS ABOVE. 
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Note: Notice of Committee Meeting per Mr. Hulbert's motion will be sent to 
all concerned within the next few days. 



SKAGIT COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 8, 1978 MEETING 

S/< . ( •. 

~.f:'e 

Mr. Lloyd Johnson, Skagit County Engineer, called the meeting to order as acting 
Chairman. 

Mr. Johnson informed those in attendance that the meeting was called to reactivate 
the old "Skagit County Flood Control Council", to help coordinate the proposed 
Lower Levee Flood Control Project with the Army Corps of Engineers. Also, the 
Army Corps of Engineers' personnel would bring us up to date on the Lower Levee 
Project. 

Mr. Johnson introduced Mr. Howard Miller, Chairman of the Board of Skagit County 
Commissioners and Mr. Bud Norris, Commissioner, District 2. 

Mr. Miller addressed the meeting and pledged the cooperation of the Board of 
County Corunissioners to the Lower Levee Project. Mr. Miller extended Skagit 
County's welcome to those attending and to the members of the Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

Mr. Johnson stated considerable right-of-way will be required to construct the 
Lower Levee Project. That Districts 1, 2, 3, 12, 13, 15 and 17 were most affected. 
That it will be necessary to acquire additional rights-of-way in these districts. 
The reestablishing of the "Skagit County Flood Control Council" could most 
effectively accomplish this task. Mr. Johnson added the new officers should be 
from these vitally affected districts. Also, the "Skagit County Conservation 
District" should be represented on the Flood Control Council. Mr. Johnson 
suggested a nominating committee be appointed to reform the Flood Control Council 
and nominate the new officers. 

Mr. Earl Hanson, Dike District #17, suggested nominations be made from the floor. 

Mr. Pete Walker, Dike District #12, raised a question of By-Laws for the Council. 
He thought the committee approach may be the best. 

Mr. Hanson moved that the districts affected hold a committee meeting, elect 
officers and trustees. The committee will function for the council. 

Mr. Bill Roozen, Dike District #1, amended the motion to include members from 
the County Engineers office as members of the council and the committee. 

Motion as amended was seconded and passed. 

Mr. Roozen moved that the Skagit County Conservation District be included in 
the council and the committee. 

Motion seconded and passed. COpy 



Mr. Bob Hulbert, Skagit County Conservation District, accepted the invitation 
to be included on behalf of the Conservation District. 

Mr. Hulbert suggested the council meet and have their business in order by 
March 22, 1978. This is the day the Army Corps of Engineers would hold a 
public hearing on the Lower Levee Project. 

Mr. Johnson introduced Mr. Ray Skrinde, retired Army Corps of Engineers. Also 
Mr. Vern Cook and Mr. Forrest Brooks of the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Mr. Cook introduced Mr. Ernie Sabo and Mr. Bob Frey, also of the Army Corps 
of Engineers. Mr. Cook addressed the meeting as to the status of the Lower 
Levee Project. It was stated the Skagit River Lower Levee Project is the 
number 1 project in the Seattle District Corps of Engineers' projects. We were 
made aware of the difficulty of obtaining funding and cautioned against 
complacency at this stage of the project. The Lower Levee Project is now in 
the advance stage of Engineering and design. The Lower Levee Project will give 
the Skagit River the capacity to carry a 120,000 c.f.s. flood from 1-5 to 
the mouth of the river at a cost of approximately $15,000,000.00. This amount 
is for construction only. Construction will begin in the summer of 1980 and will 
take approximately two years. 

All rights-of-way necessary for the project will have to be acquired by the 
local Government at their expense. This right-of-way acquisition must comply 
with Federal Law. Upon completion of the project, ownership of the dikes 
and the right-of-way will be in the name of Skagit County and the various 
Dike Districts. The various Dike Districts will maintain the dikes as in the 
past. The acquisition of this additional right-of-way must be accomplished prior 
to the time of construction, (Summer - 1980) or the project will be abandoned. 

Mr.- Johnson asked Mr. Cook about the status of the Levee Proj ect from 1-5 
upstream to Sedro Woolley. Mr. Cook stated that part of the flood control 
protection for the Skagit River was in the study stage. Mr. Cook continued all 
aspects of flood control must be addressed to achieve 100 year flood protection. 
These would include levees, by-pass, and upstream storage (dams).That should 
the Wild and Scenic River Classification of the Skagit drainage basin become 
reality, the aspect of upstream storage would be lost. 

Mr. Cliff Magin, Commissioner Port of Skagit County, stated the Wild and Scenic 
River Classification could come at anytime and cautioned against loss of this 
option of flood control. 

Mr. Hulbert moved the County Engineers call a meeting of the Skagit County 
Flood Control Council Committee, comprised of the Skagit County Engineers, 
Skagit County Conservation District, and those Dike Districts most affected, 
1,2,3,12,13,15 and 17, within the next ten (10) days to elect officers and set 
up the business of the Flood Control Council. That a meeting of the Council 
be held as soon as possible after the committee meeting. 

Motion seconded and passed. 

Meeting adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

DONALD E. NELSON 
Acting Secretary 
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HOWARD MILLER - Chairman of the Board of Skagit County Commissioners 

Welcome to all Dike and Drainage District Commissioners and the Skagit Conservation 

District Board Members, and Mr. Forrest Brooks and Mr. Vern Cook of the Corps of 
Engineers. 

Report on up-date on Skagit County's actions during recent years to secure funding 

for the design of flood protection program. Monies secured for funding -

$100,000.00 

$500,000.00 

$300,000.00 

$900,000.00 TOTAL for design 

To accomplish Lower Levee Project Skagit County must provide right-of-way, material 

sources, and provide for relocation of roads, utilities, and buildings. 

Cooperation between the Diking and Drainage Districts is necessary to acquire 

funding and more important it would be necessary for the county together with the 

districts to provide the necessary right-of-way and relocation together with their 

funding. 

The county is looking forward to the accomplishment of the project which it vital 

and necessary. It will be necessary that we work together to accomplish the project 

and then maintain the project after it is completed. 


