REPORT OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing was held in the City Fire Hall, Council Chamber, Mount
Vernon, Washington at 10100 ofclock a.m., Tuesday, March £, 1937, for the
purpose of securing the views of interested parties relative to flood control
on the Skaglt River.

The hearing was called to order by Lt, Col, K, J. Wild, Corps of Engineers,
Seattle, Washington.

COL, WILD: The purpose of this hearing is to oconsider the advisability
of the Federal Government engaging in fleod sontrol works upon the Skaglit River.
To enable those present to more intelligently consider the matter, it might be
well to outline the background of' the Covermment in regard to such projects.

In 1927 the lower Mississippl was visited by one of the greatest floods
in its history. For many years the United S8tates had been engeged in flood
work upon the river under the Mississippi River Commission. Following this
flood demanis were made upon Congress for further action in regard to control
of this stream, This demand resulted in a coordinated plan for works on the
Mississippi from Cairo to the Gulf of Mexico. In March 1956, floods of great
magnitude cocurrsd in the northeastern part of the United States and in the
vicinity of Pittsburgh. Damages aggregated hundreds of millions of dollars, and
more than 200 lives were lost in this catastrophe. This occurrence again brought
the subject of flood control before the public and resulted in Congress passing
what is known as the Omnibus Flood Control Act of June 22, 1958. This act es-
tablighed for the first time a policy for Federal participation in flood control
works. This policy probably eannot be better explained than by reading section 1
of the act itself. (Reads Section 1, Public No. 788, 74th Congress ).

At the time of the passing of this act it was the opinion of Congress that
in the consideration of the problem the guestion of soll erosion, water reterde-
tion and other allied matters should be investigated as well as the actual
control of the flood waters themselves. For this resson the bill carries dut es
Jointly assigned to the Secretary of War and the Secretary of Agriculture in-
regerd to the investigation. Thesze assigmments are given in uction £ as followst
(Reads Section 2.) .

Section 5 of the act outlines in a definite manner the extent of financial
participation that may be expected from the Federal Govermment and that which
will be required tc be assumed by locel interests. This section reads in part
as follows: (Reads Section 5.) ’

Those present should note the facts in the paragraph just read, which in
brief may be re-stated as follows: The Federal Government will assume the con-
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struction costs if the benefits to be derived are greater than the cost of the
work; that local interests must provide the necessary rights of way; assume the
risk of any damages caused by the work; and operste the works after their con-
struction under such regulations as the Secretary of War may direct, It has been
ruled that the alteration of highways, bridges, railroads, and features of like
nature which may become necessary shall be considered eas part of the locel re-
quirement, TYour attentlon is invited to the fact that the local interests men-
tioned in the act must be some recogniszed body such as the state, city, county,
flood-control district, or other organizetion which has the legal right to enter
into contract with the Federsl Govermment.

The purpose of this hearing is to ascertain the desires of local interests
as to a flood control project upon the stream in questiony as to the nature of
the works required to produce the results desired; and to determine the prospects
of the Federal requirements being met if and when the work is authorised.

There is & peculiar condition on the Skagit River. The act of last year
carries the federal projects which have been approved and authorises their con-
struction. The act itself does not contain an appropriation for comstruction.
Such appropriation will have to be made. The project which was authorised by
Congress on the Skagit River iz what is known as the Avon By-pess, and so that you
nsy be & little familiar with just what is contained in that, I will read briefly
from a document which was written in our office. (Reads letter of Desember 15,
1958, App. A-4.) The location is shown on the map here on the wall., We are
willing to admit in this hearing that floods have occurred on the Skagit River,
80 when you speak it will not be necessary for you to try to establish that fact.
They are a matter of record. The matter of individual damsge is not desired at
this time, If anyone has a record of damage in writdng we would be very glad to
have it, ‘We would be glad to have any statements as to the heights of water at
various places. If you can tell us exactly where the water was at sny certain
bridge at any certain time I would be glad to have that, While we want to heer
from everybody, there is a large number of people here and the time is very
limited, so matters of a personal mature are not desired.

This heering will be conducted in two parts. The part which deals with
the control of the flood waters themselves and the questions which I touched on
just previcusly will be conducted by the Engineer Department; after which the
meeting will be turned over to Hr, Andrews, of the Department of Agriculture.
He will conduct that part of the hearing pertaining to soll conservation and
other matters under the jurisdiction of his department.

As a stenographic report must be made of the hearing and forwarded to the
Federal suthorities in Washington, it is requested that everyones present sign
the blank which has been passed around, giving his name, address and vocatioen,
in order that higher authorities may be advised of whom to comsult if they so
desire. It is further requested that for the benefit of the stenographers taking
notes, each person rise to speak and give his name, together with his vocation,
and speak clearly and slowly in order that the reporters may make a satisfactory
record of the hearing.
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There was a2 notice sent out some time last fall in reference to the Avon
project and we had replies in our office from several people, but to get it into
the recard I think it best to call upon these same people who replied to our
letters and ask them to express their opinions not only in regard to this Cut-off,
but on any other matter in reference to flood oontrol on the Sikagit River. There
are three main points in question; what the local authorities desire, the chances
of meeting the Federal requirements for participation, and the operation of the
project after it is completed, We had ome reply from the State Department of
Highwaye. - Are they represented this morning? If they are, I would like to hear
from thea.

MB. ROBIN V. WELTS (County Planning Council): OCol. Wild, just as a suggestion,
I kmow of some data that has beern accumulated and if I called these people and
asked them some questions and then let the meeting take the course of anyone speak-
ing who wished, I believe it would proceed in a more constructive manner.

COL. WILD: I would like to hear from these people first. Is anyone here
from the State Department of Health? (no response) The Stete Plunning Council‘!
(no response) ﬁno City of Mount Vernon? _

- MR, THOMAS X; CHAMBERS (Attorney at Law, Nount Vu-mn)a I represent the city.
I don't know Just exactly what you would expect from the city., We have our dikes
proetiy well built, We are interested in what is going om, but I am not prepared
to say snything in behalf of the city until we get farther along in the meeting.

COL, WILD: Is the Great Northern Railway Company represented?

HR, T. G. HASTY.:: (Asst. Engineer, Great Northern Railway Co., Seattle): We
have nothipg perticular to offer on this except that the railroad company will not
oppose this project and expects they will not be subject to any expense. I do not
think it necessary to g0 into the dmge we havo sustained in the past.

COL. WILD: Is the Puget 8ocund Pulp an! Timber Compeny represented? (mo
response) Diking District No.l?

MR. COIT G. UTGARD (Commissioner of Diking District No.l): Do you want me
to express the feeling of the taxpayers in that distrioct?

COL. WILD: Yes.

MR, UTGARD: As fer as I can find out from talking to the differenmt people,
they are against the Avon spillway. They don't think the money can be raised by
that district to build the spillway and after it is built they don't know where
it will end up, becsuse after it is finished it is turned back to the ecounty or
diking district to keep up. Is that so? o

COL. WILD: Yes - that ia, it must be maintained by some authorised agency.

MR. UTGARD: That would give us more expense all the time. The feeling in
Diking District No.l is that the flood control here is in straightening and dredging
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the river,

COL. WILD: Is Diking Distriet No. 4 represented? (mo response.) District
No. 17! (no response.) Drainsge District No. 197 (no response.)

MR, WELTS: I would like to call upom Mr, Wright,

MR, L. J. WRIGHT (Assistant County Engineer, Mount Vernon): I want to sub-
mit this accumulated data and I thought it would be simpler to submit it in writ-
ing. I understood from your notice that you wanted this submitted in six copies,
end there ars six copies here, This first document (App. A-1) is jeneral statis-
tical data andl the other deals with general and specific problems on the river,

I did not prepsre this one, it was just handed to me this morning (App. A-2).

COL. WILD: In order that the others may be given a chance to discuss this,
I might read parts briefly.

-~ MRe WELTS3 We have attempted to compile figures on known damage, and the
County Engineers Office, through Mr, Wright, has made this compilation showing
the extent of damsge from floods on the Skagit River, ¥e also wished to submit
dats concerning the number of diking and drainage distriocts and the anount of
money ‘they have spent in attempiing to solve the guestion through the years.

COLs WILD: I will read this briefly so that the others may know what it is,
(Reads pertinent parts of App. A-2.) The other decument is purely stetistical
apd it would be useless to read it at this time, (Refers to App. d-1.) I note
it says "We the undersigned®, but it is not signed by anyons. '

MB, WRIGHT: I think you have s petition sccompanying 1t. It should be
atteched to 1%,

COL, WILD: There is no petition attached,

‘ MR, WRIGHT: We will undertske to supply that later in the mesting. In
reference to this compilation, it consists of statements of actual expenditures
- over & periocd of about 15 ysars to take care of damages end ordinary upkeep of

.our diking and drainsge system. It contains statements of losses, some of them
segregated into classes of loss on known floods and total known losses of all
floods by dates, and reports of average losses over a laige mumber of years -~ I
thicﬁ going back as far as 40 years. Other than that the data is purely statis-
t1 ™ ' ‘

MR, WELTS: May I ask Mr, Valentine a question? Have you made a compilation
of ltl:ilﬁcl on the nature of crops grown in that area subject to damage by
floods

MR, VEY VALENTINE (County Agriculture Agent, Mt, Vernon)s I haven't compiled

» but I have been over it enough so I can give it roughly. You mean for
the agricultural crops of Skaglt County subject to dsmage by overflow?

— P 001495



MB, WELIS: Yes.

MR, VALENTINE: Boughly, the area produces about $10,000,000 ammually, and
those incopies divide about as follows: Dairy income is about $5,800,000, poultry
is $1,250,000, and the remeinder of the $10,000,000 for cash crops, consisting of
seed crops, potatoes; sugar beidts, and the feed orcps for the dairy and poultry,
the income, as I say, is the cash income, Roughly, $5,500,000 for dairy, 31,250,000
for poultry, that is a totel of $4,750,000; then the remainder of $5,280,000 for
cash cropa, subject I would say largely to overflow.

HR, WELTS: Will you explain the growth of l«d in the nlley, grown on the
hnd aubjoct to overflow?

HR, VALENTINE: Better than 90 of the cabbage seed of the United Statas 1s

- grown in this valley. The only spots where they grow cabbage are in New York and
a few amall lots oi Long Island. Beet seed has some competition ~ turnips and
rutabagas have competition., Probably one of the richest cash crops we have had
recently subject to overflow is our potatoes and sugar beet crop. About one-third

of the Bellinghaa produse of sugar beets, for the Bellinghan plant, is grown in
this county, Four hundred carluds of potntou ware shipped out this fall,

MR, WELTS: Is that the mturo of thn information you want?

COL. WILD: No, Those are all matters of statistics, We want to know what
the people want done and whether they will then be able to raise the monsy to
comply with tho act of Gongrua. . . .

MR, -‘I’ o T. MASON (County Commissioner, Mt. Vernon): There is some possibility.
VWhat we want more than anything else is the mouths of the rivers dredged, so our
flood waters c¢an run out, The general sentiment is opposed to Avon Cut-off. We
only have two nstural outlets and if they are taken care of, they will take care
of our flood solutiong I believe, That is the real solution of the floods in
Skagit County, - t know how we can raise that amount of money to meet the
‘requirement for tho Avon Cut-off, :

COL, WILD: Would you mind outlining briefly how you would handle this
dredging — where you would put the spoil, ete?

MR, MASOR: I am not very much up on dredging, but there is only one thing
to do. The majority of the farmers on the rivers are in favor of using what comes
out as a dike for further protection, so I can't see where there would be much
opposition to its being put on the banks of the river. Everyone is in favor of
that,

COL., WILD: What would they do after the first dredging and they have to
dredge the second time - where would they put that?

MR, MASON: That is s problem, but there are several farmers here who live
along the river benks and I would like to ask them what they think about 1t,
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COL., WILD: We know pretty well what the opinion is on that, but we want
to get an idea of how you would go about doing it,

MK, MASON: I was at a mesting the other esvening and the sentiment there was
to straighten the river and dredge it from Mount Vernon to deep water, We wouldn't
have any oyster beds to contend with. By doing so, everyone feels that the river
would take cere of itself by giving it e proper chanmel to go into deep water.

COL, WILD: What is the rise and fall of the tide et Nount Vernon?

MB, MASON: I would say about four inches on high tide at Mount Vernon. Our
highest tide is approximstely 12 or 15 feet, Occasionally we have a heavy wind
which makes it higher, but that is an act of God. -

MR, E. D. BARBEN, (Sedro Woolley)s I live in the Day Creek community, I
want to say something regarding the Skagit River. I have been & ssttler here for
the last 47 years and I have seen those hamlete growing into great towns and ’
prosperous communities, I came here when it was in a wild state, I have been up
and down the river more or less ever since I came here and I have noticed that
there have been attempts made different times to do something with the SBkagit River.
They have spent considerable money now end then, and none of it was spent to dredge
the mouth of the river. When you go up to the head of the river and follow it
down here as far as Hount Vernmon and if you think that you could dredge that
enormous amount of land that caves in, I think it would break every texpayer in
the State of Washington as I see it. My idea was always to start at the head of
it and stop the erosion up above, then straighten out the river as near as you
can in & straight line, and I believe by doing that you ere going to save millioms
of dollars. But trying to dredge out the mouth of Skegit River, I can't see how
there will ever be money enough to dredge it out, This is just my opinion amd I
think if we would leave it to a lot of engineers to examine it and consult some
of the oldest settlers that imow just where the river has run and the amowit of
land that has slipped into the river, they would get a pretty good idea and go
ahead in a proper way to handle the Skagit River, I believe that it could be
handled very chesply considering the amount of worke I have always said let the
river do the dredging but keep it cut through those islands and take the elbows
out and put the river in as nearly & straight line as possible, and in the time
of high freshet if they would have two powerful boats golng out and keeping that
straight channel from clogging, that would be one of the main things and then let
the water £ill the old channels on each side. That would be about the most
economical) and chespest way to handle the river,

MR, MASON: There is one thing I would like to say about Day Creek. There
ie a large amount of land which Day Creek is a menace to - approximately 5,000 acres,
The Creek is a baby river really and when the water gets up it is a river, There
are a lot of farmers who are being damaged both as to cleared land and timbered
land, and we wers over the situation last week and we feel that if there is any
possible chance in the world we would like to see & project set up and semething
done on it, There isn't much use of our putting money out on the Skagit River
and letting its tributaries go. There is also Friday Creek and Samish River,
It 1s doing a lot of damage and we would like to get busy.
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COL. WILD: For your information, there is a W,P.A. project on the Semish
and on the upper Skagit that we have been trying for 1% years to get started.
There is no relief labor available there. We attempted to start it a dosen times.

MR, MASON: Ve have centered all our men on the river Jobse. - They want to
start a two project setup on the river, The Engineer Department feels that the
river is more essential than the other. Our attitude was to leave it to you
without bothering you on 1it,

MR, BARBEN: Could I be allowed another moment? I would like to show you
on that map (refers to well map) this Day Creek commumity. Day Creek is going to
change that channel if something is not dome very soon. There are going to de
several hundred acyes ruined, but it is going to change the channel. Right now
there is a bar approximately 800 feet. We took the Board of County Commissioners
along that creek a few days ago and if this bar were cut through about 800 feet
it would relieve and probably head off that enormous calamity, and the expense
wouldn't be so very large. If they could take a bulldoser up there in a matter
of three or four days they would straighten the channel, That would bring the
ocreek in a straight line and the danger headed off with very little expense.
That would give it relief until we get better organized so the state engineer
corps would then have it in hand 0 make a regular projoct of 1t. But this ber
should be attended to immediately.

MR, MASOR: Just ons more word, A while ago you spoke about our money, Ve
have with us here our county auditor and he could explain Just how much money we
san use if you would like to hear him,

COL, WILD: I do not think it makes much difference if you cannot meet
this local cooperation in the act of Oohgress, That is your problem ~ to meet
it, If you want the Avon Cut-off built you have to meet these conditions, and it
is a problem of loocal interest to meet them.

HR, MASON: Thers ars quite a few here who would like to know how much money
could be raised, X

HMR. CARL P, KLOKE (County Auditor): You asked sbout the possibility of
raising & certain sum, Under state law we are limited to 2 totel indebtedness
of 5% of the assessed valuation of cur county. Our county has an assepsed
valuation of $20,000,000. In order to expend that amount, it would require a
vote of the people carried by a three~-fifths majority.

MR, WELTS: How many distiricts are there?

MR, KILOKE: There are 24 diking and draina.ge districts - 23 with the small
drainage distriet.

. MRe A, G, WOSIER (Civil Engineer, Sedro Woolley): I understand you wanted
in writing any ideas we might have.

COL. WILD: Yes.
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MR, MOSIER: I drew up a paper here which I will read (Heads App. A-3.)
You ask about what would be dons with the dirt. I contend that 90% of the silt
comes from erosion in banks. With these dams constructed in upper waters you will
sdmit that no silt will come through the dams. RNecessarily, the silt must be
from the valley itself if the dams are constructed. It would be an easy matter
to reclaim a great meny acres of tide land at the mouth of the river with ex-
cavated material. It might be pure send and yet valuable. From what has been
experienced in other places, it 1s only a matter of two or three years until it
becomes productive soil. Along the banks you could build heavy dikes and if
necessary you could get a small tract of land and make a waste dump on it and
keep 1t for that, and your necesaity for re-dredging would not be as essentizal
as you think, provided you stop the erosion of the banks first,

MR, J. H, HRULBERT, Mt, Vernon: I didn't expect to talk, but I don't believe -
- that people reilise what a large undertaking it is when we start talking about
Skagit River. The general opinion of the farmers seems to be against. the Aven
Cut-off and they don't just understand how the channel will be, and probably at

the present time will turn that down. I hope that we will get something out of
this, If we turn down the Avon Cut-off, is that the end of it? -

COL: WILD: I oannot predict the future acts of Congress,

MR, HULBERT: A large percentage of the best land in Skagit County is close to
the mouth of the river. Where you dredged Swinomish it has lowersd the Skagit
River at low tide and it has been quite a proteotion to the dikes. If there is
some way of doing a little more work close to the slough and going up the river
there, maybe make a by-out, it would help quite a territory. If you could dredge
up the-"Hole in the Wall" part way and msybe make a cut-off, it would help quite
a lot of delta land and take a lot more water at high water.

COL. WILD: For the benefit of some of you who think 1t will not £111 up
afterward, I might state that Swinomish was dug 12 feet deep last October and has
already filled up from four to seven feet in that length of time near the "Hole
in the Wall®, It shows you how long the mouth of the river would probably stay

dredged. L ) ,

MR, HULBERT: Is that from bank erosion? Ien't 1t shifting of the see bedt

COL. llILDx "I am not prepared to say.

MR. HULBERT: Swinomish Slough has done & lot of good and has saved a lot
of money, If you go on up the river a little way it will protect Swinomish to
a certain extent. .

MR. WELTS: I would like to call upon Mr, Meehan, who hu set up nearly all
the diking and dreinage districts.

MR, JOHN MEEHAN: At one time there was 185,000 second-feet at the Grut

Northern bridge. This side of where the cement plant is, there is a rocky shore
and couldn't that be made into another reservoir? You could rock up one side and
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narrow up the stresm. My policy would be to go up to the source. If you can
correl two or three tributaries it will correl the rest. I don't like the
Avon Cut-off, I am afraid of it.

' MR, UTGARD: I represent 2 dreinage district that has a problem not as
extensive as Day Creek, Drainage Distriot No.l. They have put in a drainsge system
on bond issue and practically have their bonds paid, or to a grest extent amywsy.
They are pretty good financielly, They have built their dikes and the Skagit
River is backing up on them. When the river comes in it backs up and holds water,
so they have to some extent wasted their money. From the turn this discussion
hes taken, it is- 1ike building a house ~ the first thing must be the foundation -
you wouldn't build the roof first, The first thing is whether we can raise the
money or not, If it is the concensus of opinion we can't raise $1,800,000 in
this county what is the use of disgussing minor projects that might be component
parts of this scheme, I don't see that it is possible in the very nature of
things for this county to take an indebtedness such as the govermment is demand-
ing, and if that be proved it looks like a futile thing to talk about fixing Day
Creck or District No.l or any of the others. If we can't raise the money we are
all buttoned ‘mo .

MR, J. KOOPS (uorchmt, Lynsn)s We held & meeting the other night. There
is a lot of demage caused by the river cutting in on the town of Lyman,

CAPTAIN TRUDEAD (ce:;ps of Engineers, U.S. Engineer Office, Seattle): That
is part of a W,P.A, project, and work will start about April lst.

MR, XOOPS: There have been several surveys made on Lyman, About 15 of us
went to the W.P.A. and asked them to start before the fall floods last year but
we were told it couldn't be done. The project at Skiyou and Utopia had to be .
taken cars of first. But the fact that a W.P.A. engineer was up here this week.,,

COL, WILD: This is ontiraly a separate matter. Captain 'l’ruduu wil) be
very gled to discuss it with you. '

MR. KOOPS: They came up this week and said they couldn’t work on the
project.

COL. WILD: Csptain Trudesu will be glad to discuss it with you, This
has nothing to do with immediate work on the river at any point. Anything we
decide has to first go through Congress, be suthorised by Congress, and money
appropriated. Anything to be done as a result of this meeting will not teke
place for two years at least. What we want to find cut is any plan which anyone
might wish to advance for control of Skagit River, and whether or not they can
raise the money to take care of any land damsges, provide the rights of way,
and maintain the works. There is no point in discussing any work in conmection
with a W.P.A. project.

MR, KOOPS: I wanted to discuss changing the channel at Lyman, The river
has changed the channel. The o0ld channel used to be across the island, It used
to run straight across. If the river was straightened out across the island it
would be a benefit to Day Creek., I have been up and down this river from the
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mouth and I would uy~tint it would o].:l.nizﬁto a lot of the erosion.

MR, BARBEN: - I think thet applies to the very idea of our most able engineer
in the Skagit County, Mr, Mosier. He is on the right traeck, You have to stop the
erosion up the river by straightening out the river and then let the river do its
own £illing bsck in the o].d river bed, I think Mr, Honior'a report covered that
pretty woll.

MR. HOSIER: In npelking about the way of -ooting the expense of this work -
as you know, two years ago we passed the flood control act, but they insisted én
taking in the whole county instead of the drainage arsa. If this legisleture does
pasa the mew control act in which the state will assume a part of this burden and
' 4f this work was done as I mentioned in SBauk River, I believe this county could
bear its share, which possibly might not be over £5%, If they ehould see fit to
vote the flood control district, I think the finances could be met,

. COL, WILD: 4s I understand it, you are advooaung a storage dan and
roservoir on the Sauk?

¥R. MOSIER: Yes. It has a very large drainage ares and it is one of the
important stresms in regard to floods. If that were controlled, with the other
dams, one already in and the other sssured, it would solve our flood situation,
and I bol:love a flood control distxrlict in the county would finance it,

MR, H. R. ABBOTT (!‘mor, Mt,. Vmon): Ivu are talking ebout ruining the
nONey. Does the law say we muat furnish the right of way?

CoL, ma: Yes,

MR, ABMOTT: By cutting off the points on the river thers would be no right
of way to buy, Do you think the people have to have very much pay for their
property? ' ' o

COL, WILD: You can answer that question better than I can, You generally
have %to.pay for land when you try to cut across it, and it is ny experience that
they want pretty good money. It is always the best farm in the county when you
want to -out across it.

MR, ABBOTT; The bi.g expense of Avon Gnt—ofr is bridges., There are no
br:ldgoa in cutting off the points, -

COL, WILD: 1 think, off-hand, to answer your question, that if the plan
sdvocated by ¥r, Nosier would solve the problem the local caoperation invelved
would be less than the Avon Cut-off,

I MR, .LBK)TT: I am the dike commissioner in Diking Distriet No, 1£ and all
the people I talk to want the river dredged. One man wants a spillway st !‘erry,
another at Sterling snd another at Sedro Woolley, no spillway at Avon., But
every man was in faver of dredging the river. :
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MR, JOHN WYLIE (Diking Dist, No.18, Mt. Vernon)s I sm down in the jumping
off place where it drowns when it does flood. Mr. Mosierts suggestions are for
a good part, my own. Is the Avon Cut-off the only thing that will hold the river?
The dsm on the Sauk River would eliminate a lot of floods and slso would furnish
eloctric energy for this country later on, 0f course there is the cost of the
Avon Cut-off everybody is ageinst. But I don't know, if the people up here had
the ssme way of getting money as California they might borrow from the Government
. without interest. California borrowed $27,500,000 without interest for 40 years,
and if we oould borrow accordingly we would have enough money to put the Avon
Cut-off in with 40 years to pay for it, There is onse thing about these floods,
we are goiqg to have floods despite anything said about getiing rid of them at
the lower end of the salt water dikes, There ghould be some spillways., Regard-
less of what you do, there is going to be a flood. .The best suggestion is
Nr, Nosier's I t.h:lak.

: MR, CRANT s:sson, (Soc. Skngit County Plamning Council)s I have heard
expressions on Avon Cut-off and from the stendpoint of the farmers where I live they
are most of them opposed to it, primarily because of the cost, feeling that it is -
impossible for the county to raise -any such amount of money. I have also heard a
great deal of discussion with reference to a cut-off starting at Sterling bend
and going across Olympis marsh to Joe Leary Slough. I don't know the exact dis-
tance, but I have been told it is about seven miles from Sterling to Padilla Bay
by Olympia marsh, I think that the logical place for a cut-off, assuming that
the water would reach your intake farther up the river where the river is
straighter, I em satisfied in my own mind, living out on Psdilla Bsy, that
your best plan would be to go out through the Joe Leary Slough area, It is s
suggestion on my part. In commsction with thet, it would be of great importance
to people who live in and around the Samish River area. They have property that
means just as much to thea as it does to us nesr the Bkagit. They are flooded
frequently, and they should be taken into considerstion. I would favor any
kind of a cut-off starting up above near the Sterling bend.

COL. WILD: If no one else wishes to nlko s lutemnt, I will turn the
meeting over to Mr,. Andrews.
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(Mr. Apdrews took charge of hs#ring at 11:10 a.m.)

MR, ANDREWS: {olonsl Wild has indjisated what the responsibilities
of the War Department are, and.I will reread the responsibilities given
. by.this Flood Control Aot of 1938 to the Department of Agriculture,

' (Reads) |

In othsr words, the War Depariment has been given the job of what we call

the downstream engineering. That involves major reservoirs, dams, revetments,

lavees, ets. The Department of Agrieulture has been given the job of look-
ing into the so~-ecallsd upstresn engineeving, which ineludes land use of all
forma on the watershed, and possibly minor engimeariag works on the very
.soall stresms in the upper stretches. The Department of Agriculture is
intereated in doth water retardation end in soil o:.'od.on, beeauss both have
-an affecs on flood control. A

~ The War Department has, of course, as you all hot. made several
surveys and investigations on this and other streams in the state. The
Department of Agriculture has yet t0 meke its first examination and report.
We have been called upon, however, to meke reports on some 35 stresms in
both Oregon and Weshington, ome of which is the Skagi$, end I should like
10 read one short sentence from the committes repors which shows what
the neparhont of Agriculture hopes to get from sueh a hearing.

. (Reads from par. 8 of Flood Gontrol Joordinating Comuittee
letter of Jamary 13, 1937.)

Ourreport is yet to be made, and any field work we do is yst to be done.
Howéver, before anything is done, I should apprefiate any sugzestions
from anybody at this bhearing as to what forms of land use} what modifica-
tions of present land use -~ vhether it be the way you plow your lsmd
or whether you leave it fallow in the winter; the methods of logging and
lumbering; methods of grazing in the upper stretches -~ whether it be on
public or private land} oy any other form of land use that has affected
or may affeat water retardation or soil conservation.

The meeting is oper for any swgzestions or sny ocamemts, or any of
your ideas.

M@, WELTS: Mr, Chajrman: In order that your department may
have a record of what has been said, or at least the portion that relates
to revetments or prevention of erdsion, might we not have the record
that Colonel Wild's office makes thrown in as introduced here?

MR. ANDREWS: It will be merged with this part of the report.
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MR, H. R. ABBOTT! I would like to ask a question about what
Mr, Barbken said about Day Creek. Do you think your depariment has
encugh suthority to cut a sand bar to smve 400 agres?

MR, ANTREWS: We have no authority to do any work wuntil Congress
appropriates funds for that work., What we want at thip time are your
suggestions as to any modifisations in the present land-uss economy
on this watershed that may help in flood contrel.

MR, BARBEN: You are open ror snggntins an 1dou of help to prevent
floods? Is that 1tP

MR. ANDREWS: Any form of lend use on watershed that may help retard
floods.

MR, BAREEN: I was just going to give an idea -- many here will tell
you the sams thing -- one of our greatest menaces in the past has been
the cutsing off of $imber. That indused greatly our flood situation.

The water will prastically seek the lowest level in about ~-- well, I would
say, in five or six times quicker time than it 4id before the timber was
on the ground; and I bave always felt sorry for the coming gemsration, the
way that timber was used amd slaughtered, and we are robbing the coming
goneration out of whet wightly belonga to them and have destroyed about
two-thirds of 1%.

I think if we would take this reforessation project and look that
over} I believe if we would reforest a great lot of this waste land that
probably would lie hundreds of years before anybody would sttempt to go
there and make a living or maks & homs} I believe that would be soms mears
to lessen our fleod troudle.

Now when you ask the question about conserning how o ¢t1ll the soil
that is in danger of freashetis: 1 bave saxewhers along about 10 acres.

I just have t0 wadch my tims o plow, because if the water ocomss over

4 or § fee$, the s0il will he gons; s0, Just as I eay, I have to watch
the times whaa I want to plow and cultivate and re-seed; and perhaps a
g00d many other men here sre in the sems f£ix as I amj and there would be
only grasses, really, that you could seed, becauss you couldn’¢ ¢till the
soil for enything else and leave the ground open.

MR, ANDREWS: Have you any concrete swggestion as to the specifis
fora or practice that should be followed ar carried out on land immesdiately
adjacent to the water's edge —— that is, within a half or a quarter of a
mile} BHave you any suggestions as to whether there should be enything
but grass there as against plowed land?

MR, BARBEN: No, not particularly; I wouldn's really be farmer enough
to know what to give or advise on that. There are men here that have
farmed here prectically all their lives who could give better information.
(I was a contractor and in other kinis of btusimess.) I could give a
pretty good idea concerning my lemd. I heard a man tell me he seeded
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in "Johnson" (%) grass, and thas they tried it back in Kanmas, in some
area, and it became such a menase that the farmers cursed the man that
ever put the ssed in the ground., I think "Johnson" grass would be the -
real thing all righ¢; it is a good steyer and probably would help stop
srosion to soms extent.

: ¥R, ANDREWSt Has anybdody else any sugzestions as to any form of
prastice on either farm or forest land which will have any effect on the
retardation of flow of water away from the land, or on the anting of
reservoirs or formation of sand bars, ete.?

¥R, (a farmer): ¥r. Chairman: I don't know what has been said
(I cams in late), dbut we have just got through dullding about 15 miles
of new ditches detween here amd la Conner, and we imow that at the present
time the river ded is too high up -- it brings the water level upj anmd
for that reason we had $0 put in a lot of new ditchea. Simply, the
water in the river naver would go down o bying the water level down}

80 it appears te us farmers that if the river was dredged out and would
lower the water level down, then it would just uturany &rop the water
level, that is, around our farm lands.

As this man just said, be had 4o cateh just certain times when the
water was down in order t¢ plow his lamdi. That is our troudble. The
vary best land leys in the low places; s0 in order t9 drain those low
places, we have got to keep the water level dowmn. The only way to do it
appears 0 be to clear out the river or by some other means. We kmow
the water level is high in this river, especislly down to the mouth of
the river. That is the reason we had to cut a pew outlet for our drainags.
We had to leave the 014 slough, originally our outlet, and dig a nsw diteh .
to Swinomish Slough, and thus lowered the watsy level several feet. If
the river had been dredged, it wouldn't have been necessary to do this
at all. Most of the people of our distriot seem to think that would solve
the problem -~ dredge the lower section end lower the level of the river.

MR, BARBEN: That would solve the probdlen until the next freshet.
If you take anything out and then there was a freshet and thoss hundreds
of aores alid into the river, how are ,you going to pull that out at the
mouth? It is up the river where you've got to stop erosion. If you g
up anl look at the river at time of flood, you will f£ind out pretty quick.
How else can you help dut £1i11 in ths botsom of the river mouth with the
hundreds of aores of mud and fine silt? It will naturally £1ill in.

MR, GRAY: I have been om thia river 38 years and have seen lots
of floods when the river gets bank-full and forms pockets and ocuts, or
undermines the soil, which rolls off down ths river. Nothing is going
%0 protect that land until the river is kspt straight. I have watched
it many times undermine the banks at curves snd wash the soil down the
river. That is the greatest trouble. A jam of drift forms and throws
the currens over and it goes to undermining the barks; anmd nothing will
atop 1% until the river is straightened. 1 have watched it for 35 years
and I sey that more demage is dome in that way than by overflowing the
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tops of banks,
MR. ANDREWS: 1s the overflow of any bensfit?
MR, GRAY: Well, not often.

MR. AKDREMS: Has the local county agent any suggeations as to any
forms of lemd use or practice whieh might have any remedial effect? -- I
don't ask for a suggestion which will oure the situation; I msrely ask
for suggeations as to what might help.

MR, VARENTINE: I think Mr. Barben covered the only thing -~ that is,
the reforestation of the hills. We have, in this valley, a verying rain-
fall. A 20«year record shows average annual fall for Coupeville, 19 inches,
Anacortes 27° inehes, Sedro Woolley 46, and the Oascade 140, VWell, now
with that flood water coming down on us from above — 140 inshes rainfell --
I don't think any swface culture is going to be a drop in the huoket.

I think the only thing possible .is to maintain the foress.

MR, ANDREWS: What do you mean by the term, "maintain the forest" --
better fire protection? limitations on cutting?

MR. VALENTIRE: There are great areas near Lymsn and Hamilton they
have just left bare for years; that is what I mean by destruction of the
forestt 1nstead of having the young material growing up, it is still dare
slopes. Anything that falls goes into the river.

MR. ANDREWS: Is that largely a matter of better fire proteetion?

‘MR, VALENTINE: I think it is largely a matter of lumbering.

MR, ANDREWS: That might apply to areas yet to be eut, but how about
thoae cut over now?

MR. VALEXTINE: Those being aut over now sre the same., Of those
that have besn out over, many are still bars, are not re-covered.

MR. ANDREWS: Would you feel that the local sentiment in favor of .
good fire control in the woods hsre 1is the best?

MR, VALENTINE: Yes, sir.
MR, ANDREWS:! No chance for any improvemsnt?

MR, VALENTINE: Well, I wouldn't say that; but I believe the farmers
of the valley are 100 percent behind fire control, and I think most of us
agres that sinoce the GO0 boys came here tls fire eomtrol has been improved.

MR, ANDREWS: Thank you.

P 001506
-15-



MR. MOSIER: Mr., Chairman: In regard to this reforestation here
on this slope on the west side of the Cascades, I believe that Nature
reforests as fast as can be done by man. I$ has bean my observation that
these out-off tracts are very rapidly coming bask. I know many places
where the seoond growth is pow 12, 15, or 20 feet high on land cut off
a fow years 2g@o. I think that that feature is being done in the matural way
better than it can be dome any other way. Where there is any soil at all,
our slopes are reforesting. You can talke the Clear Lake country: it is
Just covered with undergrowth, on the north side, it is fast reforesting.
Nature is taking care of reforestation better than man can do it.

MR. BAREEN: I would say this: vhile same lanl, it is true, as
Mr, Mosier stated, does reforest itself just by Nature; but there are
thousands of acres that don't do thas, and I can not only wvouch for this,
but I ean prove i% by taking you theres and showing you. It has been
logged off seven or eight years, and it might dbe that a little spruce or
a little cedar twig grows, but not to notice.

MR, ANDREWS: Wall, we oan probably verify ths fastual information
at any time. What we partiocularly wamt to know, more than any details
as to conditions of the land, is amy ideas you people have as to what
gooperative agtion you might take to improve the situation.

Mr. Langloes, of the State Department of Conservation and Developmsnt,
has been handling these problems a long tims. I wonder if he has any
sugzestions?

MR, IANGLOE: Well, Mr. Andrews, I came up here this time to listem.
I will say it usually amuses me a little when they talk about the effeat
of forests on floods. I don't Imow your attitude, dut I quite of ten
makes myself unp may 4o so now.

. The maximum scharge  of the Skagit is 220,000 seconi-feet.
Agcording to the studies made by the U. 3. Gealoglieal Survey, they have
unearthed absolute evidence to the effect that on two different occasions
many long years ago -- probadbly about the yeer 1815, and also some time
in the 1850's -— great floocds ogsourred in this particular valley. They
have, by careful measurements of slopes there, made estimates indicating
that during the maximmm flow of one of those two floods (I x forge% which
ons they tals as the maximum) the discharge of the Skagit was 500,000
second-feet. I don't know who had been logging the hills off at that
time -~ it might have been Paul Bunyean; at least, it was bafore they started
operating either high lines or any other kind alomg the Cascades.

From all the reading I bave been able %0 do, and as other people have
said who have tried to study these things, there is no particular evidence
that deforestation causes any great inorease in floods. There is some
evidence to the contrary; there is every reason to believe that forests
may help floods along.

When it cams to so0il erosion, I will admit the logger is guilty,
because the soil erosion does follow the loggzer with eny methoda used so far.
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Now this doesn't contain any solution or any answer to the question you
are asking;bus I just don't believe that we, hsre in Western Washington,
want the racords that go back to #ashington to indicate that we think we
cannot, with proper methods, contimue gutting our timber; becsuse we have
.. got $0 keep on outting, and oan do so if we use more ocare in preserving
the timber. It just ocourred to me that I wanted to put that in the
Togoxd.

MR. ANDREWS: Have you eny suggestion for any change in land use
prectice which would have any beneficial effect?

MR, IANGLOE: Tes; I am very glad you asked that question. The
erosion is wry serious along the Skagit and along all our rivers on this
side, and at some plages on the east side alm,

1 have worn out & gocd deal of shoe leather in the past 35 years,
in this region. I located a railroad at the heasdwaters of the Skmplt
30 years ago this spring. I knew, for instemce, what the mouth of the
Sauk was at that time -~ it was rather wild., There were sams very nice
farms some enterprising men had ecarved ocut of the forest at the mouth of
the Sauk, dut I have been there only two or three times in the last few
years. Nothing, particulsrly, happensd to the Sauk River watershed in
the past 30 years. Very little logging was done, I would say; and the
reagon for what the river has done is what man 414 to the land up there.

If I am % find any fault, it is with the way the farmer treats his river
bank, He does sesm to insist on plowing the very lest furrow he can turn
over, on that river. You will f£ind here and along the Stilleguamish,
the Smohomish, the Green —- all of them, the farmers todsy -- a good memy
farmers, those who have suffered by rsason of loss of lands -- have,
a great extent, themselves tc blame for it,

" 1 think it is edsclutely essential, along these wide streams that

we have on this side, that a strip of timber or brush -- more particularly
brush -- should bde left as a protsction to the river. Unless ws do that,
we will not help matters.

You take the reveiments today -—— soms here, others elsewhere: I think
they are very good revetments if the willows -~ willow growth -~ is emnoouraged;
but along with thad, I believe it is mecessary to have a strip of brush --
and not s© very narrow either. You will scoompliah two things by so
doing: In the rirst place, the overflow doemn't immediately start digging
the soil. Tha sescond effect is by retarding the ourrent as the dank,
whioh is higher than the land farther back. It will continually build wp
and form a natural dike and will protect the land. Until the farmers do
that, they will elways have troudble. We have numerous exawples of patural
bank protestion up and down some of these stresms. Tor sxample, nead
8ilvena there is a place, as you approach the bridge, coming this way,
where you will notice a rather sharp curve, but there is no bank erosion.
You will also notice Shere is a very heavy growth of willows, alders, and
other brush.

If we are going to help matters in all these valleys, the farmers
will have to pay for it.  We have got to maintain and help mature in its
own way, and we must quit being =0 greedy with respesct to land.

' If this doesn't £it in with your program, chop it out.

a7- P 001508



MR. ANDREWS: It 13 a form of lanid use,

MR. IANGLOB!: Altho I am not holding the farmer blameless, he-has
probably done 1t in ignorance. The river bank is very of ten higher than
the land farther back, and he wants to farm the land, but in doing ao
he damages himself, his neighbor and the river the whole length amd breadth
below,

Now I think that the control of erosion and the maintemance of some
sort of vegetable cover is necessary and important; but let us stop thinking
too mush of our mountain sides and think more of owr valley} and preferabiy,
I would say, each men watch his own river fromé.

I have advocated the formation of flood-gontrol distriets. A lot
of paople think they are useless; but I have said, and em glad to have the
opportunity to say here, that I do believe that the formation of flood-
control distriots is absolutely essential whether it be for the purpose
of raising money or for the purpose of forming an organization, maintaining
an organization that can represent the valley at such meetings as this.

And when you reach a point whers you have an orgeanization who at least can
present its demands, them you can get something. If nothing else, if

& flood district can assert its legal control of river banks; maintain

its donstruction; have a few hundreds or thousands of dollars whidh can be
expended immediately -~ now,-— you will he a long way toward stopping ell
this damsge that ocours on every river. I would much rathsr see organiza-
tions with limited msens, if nsed be, that ocan do the little things, than
see orgenizations in the way of diatricts, or otherwise, go in asnd borrow
large swms of money and do works perheps unwises, place themselves in debt,
and eurse the damm thing for years afterward.

But I think ons of the main things of an organization along the river
valley ix is to patrol and match the little things that happen every year.

I can show you, on the Snohomish River, whers a man drove his milk oows
to water. The brush was {n the way, 50 ho slashed it about S7 feet wide.
Ths cows went two or three or four times a day to the water. The dank
was sandy and they soon dug up the roots that had held the bank for centuries.
A big freshe$ came up, started erceion and took away soil, house, darn, and
about a half-mile of road. The farm was s0 situated that they had to move
the road bdack where they had to go out in the river, anl they drove half a
mile of piling, and there's where the road is today. A vory costly thing,
and they could bave avoided it with en organization. It 48 a case of a
stiteh in time.

I think Avon Cut-off is all right, but I do believe the greatest thing
we can do in the way of flood control is to take care of the small things
from time to time. That will never be done by the county, but will be dame
by the property owners themselves, through their own organization, from
year to year.

MR. ANDREZWS: Thank you.
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MR. WELTS: (R. V. Welts, Chairman, Skagit County Planning Council,
and advisor to county commissionsrs.)

I would like to make @& statement for this record, and realizing that
your record is going to Washington for some study, I ask that this statement
be made & part of Colonel Wild's hearing as well as this.

We have, in the Skagit Valley, probably 150 square miles of famming
lend, extremely rich and producing in this area a substantial portion of
the wealth of the 3State of Washington. This land has been reclaimed from
salt water by the erection of sam 20 miles, probadly, of salt-water dikes
alony the westerly shore lins. We have the problem of the Skagit River
end its tributaries and tho Semish River, which threatens this area with
conastant overflow.

¥hen the settlers came into this velley, the individual realized that
‘he was not finansislly powerful enough to protect his land against the
elements, and the fammers banded themselves together into organizations
called diking and drainage distriocts. Through the years, they have built
dikes sgainst salt water on the western shore front, and dikes on the
Semish and Skagit Rivers to protect from overflow. They have spsnt miliions
of dollars in the construotion and maintenance of these improvements.

As we have diksd on the Skagit River, the bed of that river has gradually
risen until at normal water and at flood water we have a large volume quite
a number of fee$, and at times es high as 10 fest or more, above the natural
level of the farming area. The drainage problems and the diking problems
tie in together, because as the beds of these rivers have filled up, the
drainage becomes poor end it is mecessary to spend hundreds of thousanis of
dollars in gaining adequate drainsgs through to the outlets.

It is apparent that dredging a narrow chammel in the bottom of ons of
thege rivers will not handls any additional amount. of water at flood time
sufficient to be of great bensfit. The farmers have tilled the msoil up
oloas to the banks of the river; the dikes are built there, and the problsm
of dredging presents a situation where there is no place adequate to waste
the sand that is taken from the river bed. Im other words, it will reaunlt
in an attempt to confine to too narrow an area the volume of water that
must escepe, That was faulty plamning or lack of plamning at the stars.
But the expsnditures have been mede and the farmsras are attempting frem
their own pockets to keep that situation intast and improve it.

The economic situation in the valley is such that most of the farms
are heavily mortgaged. Dike and drainage districts and their improvements
are maintained solely by somo assessments upon the land, independent of any
public contribution. Finsneially, therefors, the fammer with his land
mortgaged and with diking and drainage assesaments which mst be paid dbecause
these improvements must de kept up, is in a condition where he is financially
unable to contribute substantial amounts of money whioch would sggregate some
million and a half dollars in ordsr to furnish looal cooperation for the
Avon Cut-off. There is no lack of willingness on the part of the farmers,
the county, the various entities, to help solve this problam. Frimarily,
it is their problem. They know it. But they must have aid from a higher
source, either state or nation, or a combination of those two, if this farm
land is to be saved.
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The sentiment -- I think I gpeak accurately -- among the farmers of
the valley, as far as the Avon Cut-off is conocermed, is twofold: In the
first place, because of these other drains on their resources, they feel
that additionsl burden is too great for them to bear. In the second place,
they are apprehensive of the cui-off because it will be another chamel
through the farm lands bordered by dikes, emd they feel ~- probably because

of lack of knowledge of the operation .o ypy guy-off -- that it will subject

:hem to possibles future inundation of their diked lands from another direc-
ion.

80 that, speaking from the stemdpoint of ithe obligation, .. & bond issue
on behalf of Skagit County to the extent of & millioi dollars or thereabouts
oould not possibly ocarry to the extent required by law to make it forth-
coming. In the second place, a vote for that purposs would be county-wide
and a large portion of the county is comprised of upland not direotly menaced,
of sities and towns, which, while we realize they should contribute, never-
~ theless fesl that they would not go in debt to that extent, or should not,

for this projoot.

It seems to me there are thrée or four things involved in this valley:

In the first place, thers is the source of water.. The tributaries ooming
into the Skegit are the Baker, the Cascade, and the Sauk Rivers, anl the

smaller stream, Day Oreek. Thers is a dam on the Baksx> River; there is

a dam on the Skagit above the junstion of the Cascade; the City of Seattle

is erecting & furthsr dam at Ruby Creek with a tremendous storage basin.
The State law has a provision which pemmits the Depariment of Comservation

and Development, I believe, or the supervigor of hydraulics -- I em not sure
which ~-- control over the operation of these dams. I the Federal Govermment,
or in cooperation with ths State government, will see to it that the flow of
water through these dams -—- the proper dams at proper periocds -- is adequately
regulated so the basin will serve a dual purpose! first, furnish electrical
energy, and seccend, as a regulation of flood waters by allowing sufficient
water to escape before the flow from malting smow brought about by a chinook
wind or excessive rainfall fills these storage basins full, a tremendous
benefit will result in the lower valley. That is, rogulation there can de
done only thiough the power of the Federal Government and the State.

A dam on the Sauk River, as has been suggested also, of course, if
finaneially possible, would be of tremendous benefit, and coupled with tle
dams on the Baker and upper Skagit, would go far toward solving the flood
problem,

There are possibly three other things that must be worked in together
with this regulation, the first of which, of course, is bank protection to
protect from cutting and filling of the river bed.

Sacond, there is the mtter of a by-pass, if necessary, either at ivon
or at Sterling Bend and Joe Leary Slough. Joe leary and Sterling Bend would
be longer and more expensive and no doubt it has been studisd by the Engineer
Department.

The third thing would relate to the others amd would fit in with what
Mr, Langloe said, in one of two forms, either through the State or Federal
Government acting, and this would be of land bordering on either side of
the river which could be brushed over or:flanted or regulated as to give the
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paxinnm of benefit through protsction, coupled with somo dredzing end the
wasting of the land back from ths river bed to a poing where, when erected,
there will be a chamnel wide emough to carry the tremeandous flow of water
in flood season.

The comparative cost or nsgessity for a cut-off also is a matter of
study; bdbut, inasmuch as the river does have a border of drush most of the
way on both sides, this, Weing waste land, could possidbly be acquired at
less cos$ than the right of way for a by-pasa, if, on study, that would be
found to furnish an adequats channel for flood waters to use in escaping.
Any dredging then could be used to furnish large dikes with sloping sides,
80 that, instead of very mmsll, steep dikes, there will de a barnk of some
magnitude back from the river sufficiently distant %o carry the water that
mast 0f necessity escape in spite of any regulation of these deams.

The local interests will do everything within their finsncial power
to protect themselves anl assist the Federal Govermment in its solution
of this problem; but in view of the ocondition of the land itself today,
being encumbered by mortgages) in view of the fact that these dikes mus$
be maintained regardiess of flood control, because we have the other menace
salt water, the assessments on this farm land are bound to ‘be continuous
and heavy; and those two factors, with normal taxes, make it impossible for
the farmer to bond himself or contribute a large smount of money found
neoessary under the present Oansrouional aot, _to put in and maintain the
Avon By-pass.

MR, ANDREWS: Thank yen'. Although it is getting late, if there are
any other commemts I am still willing to hear from =amybody who has anything
very definite and concrete as a suggestion for any other form of land use
whioh might be bensficial. (Pause.)

Seemingly there are no further comments at this time.

(Hearing adjourned at 12:04 p.m.)
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A list of those present follows:

Col, H. J. Wild, District Engineer, U.S. Engineer Office, Seattle, Wash,
H, J. M, Baker, Senior Engineer, U.S. Enginur Ofﬁco, Sutt.le, hsh.
E. I. Pease, Electrical Engineer,

—~Captain Arthur G. Trudeau, Military Assistant *® " . "

=Mr,
~Mr,
—Mr.,
— Mr,

H, J. Andrews, Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, Portland, Oregon.
G. P. Walker, Padilla Point Oyster Co., Bay View, Wash,

LeRoy H. Peth, farmer, Route 2, Kt, Vornon, Iuh.
Henry Egbers, farmer, bt

Slartin Tjesrne, English Lumber Co., Btl.mod, Wuh.

T. G. Hasty, Asst. Engineer, Great Northern Railway, Seattls, Wasgh.
H. F. Imholt, Asst. M.C., Great Northern Railway, Everett, Wash,
I, M, Gitts, Puget Sound Power & Light Co., Seattle, Wash,
Ed Cockrehan, farmer, Lyman, Wash,
F. C. F‘uo"' m‘r, Lym, Wash.
R. 'o m@t’ fm‘r, Lm, 'uho
Chas. B, Flory, Supervisor, Mt, Baker Nattl, Forest, Bellingham, Wash.
Newton Field, Supt. of Construction, Mt., Baker Nat'l., Forest, Bellingham, Wash.
‘MaoFarlane, Manager B.¥, Logging Co., Route 5, Sedro Woolley, Wash.
« Stevens, farmer, Burlington, Wash.
ch"o A, .IJ.I, fm.r’ Ht. vmn' ".ho
W. Ho m.y, me.r’ OWi" Wash,
Lars Langlos, Flood Engineer, Dept. of Conservation & Development, Olympis, Wash.
W. A. Rockie, Soil Conservation Service, Spokane, Wash,
Thomas K, Chambers, Attorney at Law, Mount Vernon, Wash.
Fred Erickson, fermer, Nount Vernon, Wash.
Jo Do Johnson, Mount Vernon, Wash.
Frank Packer, farmer, Clear Lake, !uh.
Matt Bessner
A. G. Mogier, Civil Enginser, Sedro leolloy, Wash.
Ed Grant, Sedro Woelley, Wash,
R, H, Bailey, Oyltor business, Seattls, Wash, .
H, Jo Vaters. . Everett, Wash,
Bert Bjorling, farmer, ¥t. Vernon, Wash., Route #4.
Ray A. Schmk, logger, Mt. Vernon, Wash,
A, P, Johnson, farmer, Route 1, Bow, Wash,
E. D. Barben, Route §, Sedro Woolley, Wash.
J. G. dsrchant, Route 5, Sedro Woolley, Wash.
Bert Marchant, Sedro Woolley, Route 8

>

¥rg. C. B. Shrondol, Mount Vernon, Wash,

Mr,
¥r,
¥r.
Mr,
Mr,
¥r,
Mr,
Mr.

J« Koops, merchant, Lyman, Wash,

J. E. w, city CO\Imil, Lm, ¥ash,
Marvis Jensen, Route 1, ¥Mt., Vernon, Wash,

H. R. Abbott, farmer, Mt., Vernon, Wash.

W. A, Costello, Mt. Vernon, Wash,

Ham Lilﬂ. Route " M¢t. vernon’ Wash.

Coit G, Utgard, Routs 1, Mt, Vernon, Wash,
Emil Hendrickson, Route 4, Mt., Vernon, Wash,
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Nr.
Nr.
“Mr.
Mr.

J. H, Hilbert, Mt., Vernon, Route 1. .

Roy Taylor, Construdtion Company employee, Mt. Vernon, Wash,
Gene Dunlap, LaConner, Washington.

Ay Wells; U,S8. Enginser Office, Seattle, luhington.

Emnet Egbert, Bow, Washingtonm -

G. J. Shm. Route 5' Ht. vm°n, ¥eash.

Clarence m‘. fm.t, Route 1, Bﬂrlinmn, Wash,

L. J. Wright, Asst. County Engineer, Mi. Vernon, Wash,

J. He r‘lm‘, farmer, Route 4, UL, Vu‘nnn, Wash,

‘H. B. Les, farmer, Route 5, Mt. Vernon, Wash.

J. T. Magon, County Commissionsr, Route 8, ¥t. Vernon, Wash,

-Grant Sisson, Sec. 8kagit County Plaming Council, Route 2, Mt, Vernon, Wash.
Ben Besch, Community Manager, Resettlement Administration, Everett, Wash,

Vey Valentine, County Agriculture Agent, Mt, Vernon, Wash,

Ben G. Fauman, Padilla'Bay, Bow, Washington.

Go Ce B.r“r Rout. 1’ 'tu v.mon’ ‘a’ho

C. G, Bhranger,Skagit County Planning Council, Mt. Vernon, Wash.
John Wylie;, Route 8, Mt, Vernon, Wash.

C. H. Rosenquist, faruer, Edison, Wash, .

R, V. Welts;’ Aﬂ.ormy, Cheirman of Skagit Co. Planning Commissien,
lt. Vernon, Vash.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
United States Ergineer QOffice
754 Central Building
Seattle, W:shington

1

February 16, 1937
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A joint public hearing will be held by the Departments of War and
Agrioulture in the City Oouncil Rooms of the Kount Vernon City Hall,
sommonly known as the Fire Hall, located -at Seoond and Broadway, Mount
Vernon, Wash., at 10:00 AJM., Tuesdsy March 2, 1937, for the purpose of
securing the views of interested parties reltative to flood control on the
Skagit River end its tributaries. "

Oongress has directed a preliminary examination of the Skagit River
and its tributaries, with the view to control of their floods.

The Flood Uontrol Act of 1936 provides --

"That, hereafter, Federal investigations and improve-
ments of rivers and other waterways for flood control and
allied purposes shall be under the jurisdiction of and
shall be prosecuted by the War Department under the diroc-
tion of the Secretary of War and supervision of the Chief
of Engineers, and Federal investigations of watersheds
and measures for run-off and waterflow retardation and soil
erosion prevention on watersheds shall be under the juris-
diction of and shall be prosecuted by the Department of
Agriculture under the direction of the Secretary of Agii-
sulture, exeept-as otherwise provided by Act of Congress;
and that in their reports upon examinetions and surveys,
the Secretary of War and the Secretary of Agriculture shall
be guided as to flood-control measures by the principles
set forth in section 1 in the determinstion of the Federal
interests involved: * * *

"That ,hereafter no money appropriated under authority
of this Act shall be expended on the construction of eny
project until States, political subdivisions thereof, or
other responsible local agencies have given assurances
satisfactory to the Secretary of War that they will (a)
provide without cost to the United States all lards, ease-
ments, and rights-of-wasy necessary for the construction of
the project, except as otherwise provided herein; (b) hold
and save the United States free from damages due to the
construetion works; (c) maintain and operate all the works
after completion in accordance with regulations prescribed
by the Secretary of War: PROVIDED, That the construction
of any dam authorized herein may be undertaken without de-
lay when the dem site has been acquired and the assurances
prescribed herein have been furnished, without awaiting the
acquisition of the easements and rights-of-way required
for the reservoir area".

Informetion is desired:

As to amount and extent of damages caused by previous floods;

As to probable damages of future floods;

As to desired method of controlling floods; and a8 to the
probability that the terms of locel cooperation required by the
Flood CGontrol Act of 1936 will be complied with.

-le
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All interested parties are invited to be present,

Orsl evidence will be heard, but for accuracy of record all im-
portant facts and arguments should be submitted in writing. Six copies
of all letters, papers, maps and photographs submitted are desired.
Written statements may be submitted to the undersigned at the hearing,
or mailed to the District Engineer, U. S. Engineer Office, 754 Gentral
Building, Seattle, Wash.

Thornton T. Munger, Director, H. J. wild,
Pacific Northwest Forest Lt. Col., Corps of Engineers,
Experiment Statiam, Diqtrict Engineer

Portland, Oregon.
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d
Notice of public heering on the Skegit River flood control project was
mailed to the following addresses:

Mailed by U. S. Engineer Office, Seattle, Wash.:

Chief of Engineers, U. S, ammy, Washington, D, C,
Division Engineer, North Pacific Division, Portland, Oregon.
Honorable L. B, Sghwellenbach, U. S. Senator, Weshington, D, C,
v Homer T. Bone, U, S, Semator, " “
" Mon C, Wallgrem, M, C. v e
X -U, S. Soil Conservation Service, Dept. of agric., Spokane, Wash,
~ . U. S. Biological Survey, Dept. of agriec., Selt Lake City, Utah
Col, Howard A, Hemson, Aretic Blég., Seattle, Wash.
State Development Committee, Chamber of Commerce, v @
— G. L., Parker, U, S. Geol, Survey, Tacana, Wesh,
Cept. F. E. Lovejoy, Puget Sound Freight Lines, Seattle, Wash.

The Director, Dept. of Conservation & Development, Olympie, Wash.
Mr, Charles J. Bartholet, Supervisor of Hydraulics, " g

- Mr, Lacey V. Marrow, Director of Highweys, " .

Col, F. lears, Asst, Chief Engr,, Great Northern

Railway Co., King Street Station, Seattle, Wash,
Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce, Mt. Vemon, Wash,
County Commissioners, Skagit County, " "
The Mayar, : Anscortes, Wash,
The Mayor, Mt. Vernon, Wash,
The Meyor, Burlington, Wash,
The Mayor, Sedro Woolley, Wash.
The Mayor, Bamilton, Wesh.
The Mayar, Lymen, Wash,
The Mayor, Conerete, Wash,

- Mr, R, V, Welts, attorney, Mt. Vernon, Wash,

.~Praof. R. G, Tyler, Univ. of Washington, Seattle, Wash.
Pedilla Point Oyster Co., 1201 Third ave., " "
Assoclated Oyster Lands, Inc,, 304 Spring St., " "

— State of Weshington, Dept. of Health, Eng'rg Divn.,

Alaska-Building, " "
Puget Sound Pulp & Timber Co., Clear Leke, Wash.
Sound View Pulp & Timber Co., Everett, Wash,
R. K, Tiffeny, State Planning Council,. Olympie, Wash,

- Fo J. Walsh, Chember of Commerce, Tacoma, Wash,
Seattle Chember of Cormerce, Seattle, Wash.
Dunlep Towing Co., La Conner, Wesh,
Skagit Towing Co., Mt. Vernon, Wash.
Skagit River Navigation Co., Pier 7, Seattle, Wash.
Capt. Ben Tingley, Sedro Woolley, Wash.

-~ Puget Sound Power & Light Co., Seatt&e, Wash‘.'

Dept. of Lighting, City of Seatile,

f' — Northern Pacific Ry. Co., " "

! - Stone & Webster Eng, Corp., Centrel Terminel Bldg.,

b Newspapers:

' . ;z:cury (deily) . 4 Anmcortes, Waih.

; American (weekly) " .

: Puget Sound Mail (weekly) La Conner, Wash,
Mt. Vernon Daily Herald, Mt. V;.rnon, W:sh.
srgus (weekly)

Journel (weekly) Burlington, Wash.
Courier-Times (weekly) Sedro Woolley, Wash,.
Post Intelligencer, Seatt:'l'.e, Waah'.'

Seattle Times,
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The Commissioners, Di&mg Dist. No, 1, Mt. Vernpon, iwash,
”" }To. 2 "
" " " No. 3
" " ” No. 4’ " ”
” " " NO. 5
" " " NO. 8
" " " No. g
” " " NO. 12' " A
" " " No. 13' " L
" " ” NO. 15' ” L]
" [1) n NO. 16' fn "
” n ” No. 17, " "
" No. 18, " "
" No. 19, " "
n " L] No. 20’ " "
” No. 21 ” "
The Conmlssmners, Dreinage Dist No. 13. Mt, Vernon, Wash.
No. 14, "
No. 15, "
No. 16, "
No. 17, "
No. 18,
" "  No. 18,
" DNo. 20,
" ¥  No. 21,
" " No. 22,

" "

3
3
2 3 3 3
3T 3 3 3 3 3 3 =

8 232 3 2
2
I 23 33

"

Mailed by Pacific Northwest Farest Experiment Station, Portland, Oregon:
Clarence D, Martin, Governor, State of Washington, Olympie, Wesh,
Secretery of State, " "

State Treasurer, " "
Bernard F, McCeuley, Director of Geme, 401 Lloyd Bldg.,Seattle, Wash,
A, C, Mertin, Comnissioner of Public Lands, Olympia, Wash,
Regional Forester, Forest Service, P.0.Box 4137, Portlend, Oregon.
Forest Supervisor, Mt., Beker National Forest, Bellinghem, Wash,
T. S. Goodyear, Sta*e Supervisor of Forestry, Olympia, Wesh.
B, M. Brennan, Director, Dept of Fisheries, .

707 Lloyd Building, Seattle, Wash.
Director, Washington Agriculturel Experiment

Station, Pullman, Wash.

Superintendent , Western Washington Eremch, Wash,
State Agriculturel Experiment Sta,, Puyallup, Wash,-

University of Washington, College or Forestry, Seattle, Wash,
Biological Survey, Olympia, Wesh,
Regional Supervisor, Biological Survey, U.S.
Court House, Portlend, Oregon.
” "

District Engneer, Geological Survey, F.O. Bm& ,
District Engineer, Bureau of Public Roads,

P, 0, Building, " "
U. S. .Waathe,r Burpau, Seattle, Wash,
Regional Director, Resettlement Adwinistratiom,

Meyer Building, Portland, Oregon,
R, F. Bessey, Consultent, Nationel Resources

Comuittee, U. S. Couwrt House, " "
Fred Fresier, County Agent, Whatcom Co.,

Federal Building, Bellingham, Wesh.
V. J. Valentine, County Agent, Skagit Co., Mt. Vernon, Wash.
A. 2. Smith, County Agent, Snohomish Co.,

Federal Building, Everett, Wesh,
H, P, Dorsey, Chairman, Whatcom Co,, Flaming

Commission, Bellinghem, Wash,
R, V. Weltz, Chairmen, Skagit Co., Plamning

Commission, Mt. Vernmon, Wash,
Wm, Mero, Chairman, Snohomish Co., Planning

Coumission Snohomish, Wash.
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F, E. Balmer, Director of Extemsion, State College
. of Washington,

E, R, Hoffmen, State Director, Public works
Adminjstration,

Ervin E. King, Master, Washington State Grange,
3123 Nestern Ave, ,

Don S, Johnson, Pres,, Wash. State Sportsmen's
Council, 1005 4th & Pike Sts.,

Chanber of Commerce,

L1 n

C. S, Cowen, Washington Forest Fire ass'n
Henry Building,

Col. W, B. Greeley, West Coast Lumbermen's
agsociation, Stuart Blag.,

E, H. Meiklejohn, Pacific Northwest Loggers'
Association, Stuart Bldg.,

Jemes O'Hearne, Mgr., English Lumber Co.,

C. E. Binghem, Pres,, Bradsberry Lumber Co.,

Pullman, Wash,
Olympia, "

Seattle, Wash,

” "

Sedro Woolley, Wash.,
Burlington, Wash,

Seattle, Wash,

" "

" .«

Mt, Vernon, Wash.
Sedro Toolley, Wash.
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AUCCW-P (22 Jua 60) lst Iod
SUBJECT: Skagit River, ¥ashiugton

Vffice, Chief cf Inginaers, Weshiangtos 2>, b, €., 22 July 1860
T0: Divisioe Engineer, U. 5. Army Eagr Piv, lo Pecific, Portliand, {ra

1. Upom tha request of tha Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors,
it La requested that this re¢solution be combined with the outstavding i(n-
vastigativa, eeme subject, 88 regquosted by rescoiution of the Comsitlcoe oan
Publi{c Works, United States Senate, adopted 4 Jsnuary 1366.

2. Copy of latter to Fouse Public works Coamittee ls incloxed.

FGR THZ CHRIEP OF EBGIREZNS:

2 inels ROBERT M. TARBOX
1 Cy %8s 9 Jun 60 Colanel, Corps of Lnginests
2 Cy itr &' to HELD . assistant Dirsctor of Civil Works

wka Com 21 Jul 60

P 001520



‘ﬂu"" IL.“« ano-

HASREPT s .Nl?w

L ’ LY
- " ‘s
m- BaNaT, q V, (Prumman ’
. « :
k. ¥ 2 e
- H 2] . -
(7o el sia iy csnm 2P O PO € WORRE

SIUSELE.  HOUGE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
T ANl wn  CONGRESS OF THE LraTEQ STATER -

T WA NGTONM, O =

T OUTIT . e Ta

Lo, Gemersl &..0. liscnnar <
Cirtet ot Engireects
Dezovenent sof the Asmy

wnu.ugm 5. L. Sh ¢ f;.

My dass Genevs)

]

"

L

Eactasra 4 2 rewlu: icn:~‘i)icpz:td by the Caii;.t_u

Jung ¥, Ye( ditn:w. the Lurps of En&.ueors

rxeed vith 3 Teview Imveviigation oi wamioh

<

Scilisguamisn, Sragit qud- bokmk l&wc. huhtn‘ton

-




RESOCLUTION

Resolved by the Commitiee on Public Woiks of the House of
Representatives, United Ztates, That the Board of Engineers
for Rivers and Harbors be, and is hereby, requested to review
the reports on Skagit River. Wsshington, published as House Document

aunbered 187, 73d Congress, 2¢ Ses'sion. and other reports, with a view to
* determining whether any modification of ths recommerdations contained

theretn is desivable at the prasent time, with p rticular reference to

provision of flood comtrol and allied improvements in the basin,

v

/! L Do 4

4

HATE IR G o ‘/‘
Adopted JUN & x‘? "! M ’:I(;J_AL/ ;'l . ;'\""/:/ ; g -

Attest: a . . .
) Clerk.

(Requested by Rep. Jack Westland)
Rep. Pon Magnuson ) P 001522



