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A reoent article appearing in the ¥oumt Vernom Datly Hersld in-
dicates that there is some laox of underztanding regarding the activie
tiss of the Corpe of Enginesrs in relation to {lecd-coutrel probleas
on Sksgit River. To help alerify the sltustion, I wovid like to give
Jou o surmary ol the gresent status of qur 3xagit River x'lood-aontrol
sffairs,

The Federsl imterast in Fflood control is dafined in seversl laws
passed by Congress sinoe 1936, In genersl, these laws pernit a full
stody and investigetion aof a flood roblem at Federal axpense by the
Corps of Engineers, rollowed by oconstruction of any recommendsd flood~
control atructures by the Federal Government with loeal interestis, ia
most cages, paying part of the cost. Congress has suthoriaed a 3kagit
Aiver [leod-coutrol atudy snd after delsy caused by the war, it is ex~
peatad that the report will be coaplated this year., At the present
tise, it 18 not inown what sork asy be recomxended and if & Tavorsble
recomoend: tion fer a jroject 1s made, no construction can be tnderdaken
until Congress has syecifioslly suthorlsed the wori snd sprrosrinted
funds for it.

In considaring tho solution of the Saugli Hiver {lood protlem, sew-
arsl possible meilbods sre being studied. Thesze methoda inelude atorsge
3L floud waters, despening e resent chernel, together with ralsing
erd ptrengthening of the pr2sent diking system 38 rscently suggeatad by
loeel intaresta, apd comstruction of flood weter diveralon ciannsls,
The studies sre not complete, and deiinite cocuolusions as to the desir-
ability of any articuler mathod beve nol been made. BHeicre a fovore,
ablo recommendation for a roject can be uzde, the following conditions
are rscessaryt
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a. The annual cost of tha roject sust be less than the ennmual
beneiiis expected. Ths anpusl cost ineludes operction and maintensnoe,
intersat on the first cosi, and gmortizstiocm of the first eost over a
50-yoaxr veriod. Anpual benefits would eonsiat of the estimsted =verzge
snpuzl cost of flood damnge which oould de rrevented by the project,

b, The propesed work mnst be of the tyoe desired by the
local ecmmupity, and 1t should not adversely affect some other impor—
tert Fstar use.

Floodp on the Skagit Fiver psy be of very large magnituds if nast
history is repested, end therefore expensive me=sures &re required to
give an asdequate dagree of protection. The expense may be hesxvy far
both the Federsl QOoverpmemt and loocel interests becsuse Congress speci-
fically requires that for any flood—contral project, sxcept a dem snd
Teservolr, the loczl commmity or governeant mnst furnisk the follouing
reguiresentss

&. 411 lands, oassments,and rights-of-way.
b. Agree to operate and maintein the projeat works.

C. ASsume any demnges arising from the project.

In 1936, Congress edopted the Avun bynegs flood diversion chmnnel
48 a Fedaral project subject to locel interests' wmishing rights—oi-
#ay, highwey dridge chonges, ond the other usual regquiresents of local
cooperutiocn. No Pederzl funds bave been apmropriasted for this project.
In 1940, the tots)l estimated first cost wes 23,298,100, of wiickh the
local shere was $1,004,500, ard it is reasonsble to sssume that prepent-
day costs would be nearly doubled, To date, loczl imtereats bave not
nads any afforts to implement this projest. Our rresent fleod-contral
study eill comsider thig plan, end poesihls modificatlons of it, togetn-
er wiilh other methcds of control., It zpresrs unlikely tbet eny project
c:n be recomranded in rhich the locel cost will be smell, and therefore
if effactive control of flocds i3 to bg reslised in ths Skaegit Valley,
a good aeasure of loeal (imenclel support 1s needed.

As pointed oudt reviously, bhelore sny new sroject cen ba recomsendsd
1t must be ecomomicully juntified in thot expeeted benefits must excoed
eatizated costs., At the uresent iise, we zre conducting field appralaesls
28 a stap in determining tae smowmt of zversge annual flood dsmxges The
arpual flood damages £0 odtuined will defins the zeximm expenditure that
can be justified for flood-ocontrol woris, and further englnearing studies
pill ascertain whether or not thet ezpemditure can zrovide the recuired
degrse of {load protectiom.
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Intirely apsrt {ycm the epecifizally autharised Skegit River flsod-
captrol gtudfes, this office has limited means available for psriorming
rincr emergency flood-contral woris, In recent yeers, Congress has made
evallable to the Chief of Enginsers comparztively suall sums of roney
Yor sueh smergency nrojects end far flood-fighting nctdvitiess The type
of work umder this autharity {s primarxily for ihe repair and yresterailion
of sxistimg flood-control works thet have been destrayed by floods @
are serioualy demsged. Each euse i8 invesiigeted seperately end final
spmyoval and allotment of funds is the responaitility of the Chisf of
BEcgireera in Washirgton, U. C. Under this emergergy authority, the
Corps .f Engineers and loeal I1nmtarests jointly canstrusted the river
bark srotection jost upstream froa Burliington. 48 & result of the re-
cent Sksgit River flood, the Corps of Enginears hes ajready wsmaired s
prees in the Eorth Ferk dike and recomaendutions have beem sudaitted by
the District Ingineer for esergency ;rojects to strengthen the Dodge
Valley dike and to repair the South Pork dike near #illtowm,

I went to essure you and the members of the B8kegit River Contrel
Assoclation thot careful study is being ziven your rlood problems. As
fadlocted In a previous rersgrsph, any flood-control plean which would
be oonaidered by us for & recoxmendstion must, smohg other requirements,
bs cne wanich local intereeir want,, Therefore, at any time during the
nrogregs of our investigation you ere invited to cull op me to diszusa
the stsius of our worx mnd to preseat sny suggestions whiah your agsoe-
i:tion may hsve on the subjeot.

Lresk— BIC
Lincearely yours, Hopldms /)
SueFedi A D,
Coples furnishsdt - =
Board of Gotmty szioners L Br
Court House E. C. ITSCENER
Actant Vernaw, ¥sah. Colanel, Corra of Engincers Syl
' D{strict Enginear Itschner /s/
Eimm‘gﬂ{arnou Duily Herald _ R
il:iynt Vernon, Wash, R NS
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