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a depth of from two to eight feet of water. There was water in the vicinity
of my place, about six feet deey, for & period of two weeks or longer, the
water standing on the land for a period of a montk or more. The next large
freshet was in 1917, occurring in December and the entire country abocve re-
ferred tc was again covered with water to a depth of from two to six feet,
the water remzining on the land until afier Christmas time. The next large
freshet was in 1921 on New Years day. <The entire country was again covered
to a depth of from two to six feet and the water remaining on the land over a
veriod of two weeks..

The damage caused by these floods was tremendous. Hundreds of head
of stock were drowned, crops stored in warehouses and barms were in each in-
stance destroyed, buildings were washed away, fences were destroyed and the
land at points was covered with sand and gravel, in sane instances ruining
it entirely and rendering it unproductive for a period of from three to six
years or longer. At gome points the land itself was cut up by the action of
the current and large sloughs cut in the same and the total damages at each
flood would rum into the humdreds of thousands of dollars. That, the action
of the water from the river caused the breaking of the salt water dikes in
almost 211 instances and the result was that with the next influx of the tide
the land over & large area would be flooded and covered with salt water and
tide water. This condition continued over & period of weeks and in some in-
stances months until dredgers could re=vuild the salt water aikes.

That the action of the two main currents of water coming into the
Skagit Bay, which is known as Saratoga Fassage and the other being the current
conming through the Deception pass, the same meeting at & point off whidby
Island betweer Utsalady and LaCozner has been such as to cause the South fork
of the Skagit River and the various chamnels serving as natursl outlets of
the water between the North fork and the South fork of ssid river to become
almost entirely filled up with sediment making it necessary for a correspond-
ing elevation of the dikes on either side of the sireams.

I respectively present for the considerstion of a Govermment Engi-
neer the following idea on the matter of desirable methods to be employed for
flood relief. The United States Government has spent a great dezl of money
in building a Jjetty at the mouth of the North fork of the Skagit River, ex-
tending from the end of Fidalgo Islard at a point known as the Hole In The Wall,
southwesterly toward Wwhidby Island, that the effect. of the current coming from
Deception rTass before it muets the current coming through Saratoga passage is
to deposit behind this jetty and barrier, high banks and deposits of silt and
sand and the action of the water flowing out of the North fork of the Skagit
River past this je#ty is to msintain and keep a definite, well defined and
extensive channel of deep water; that, the condition of the Korth fork of the
Skagit River is such that the bed or bottom is not being built up, but instead
the silt and mud is carried by the rapid current of the water out of the river
and beyond its mouth; that to deepen by dredging the channel of the North fork
and to widen the same fram the mouth of the lorth fork up to the point where it
joins the main river would give an outlet for the water sufficient to carry a
great deal more than is now being carried and at the same time a straightening
of the course of the North fork would emable the larger flow of water to pass
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and permit the silt, sand and deposits to be washed out of the river, rather
than 10 cause the river to be filled up. At the same time that such dredging
is done the mud and sand removed could be used to build dikes on either side
of the stream at such a height anrnd width as to hold the waters within the
channel of the stream at 8ll times of the year and under all conditions.

J. O, Rudene

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of lNovember, 19324.

Re V. Vielts
Rotary Public in and for the State of
Washington, residing at lMount Vernon.
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