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OUNT VE‘RNON—-U S Rep AlSmft
D-d Dist.; said Thursday local officials

can - expect a change in attitude from
“brusque, arrogant”. field ‘represen-

- tatives . for . the Federal Emergency

.. Management Agency (FEMA). .

" of " 'building a
: hydroelectnc dém onthe Sauk. vaer. '

) cost-benefxt rauo

““cost ot a’ﬂauk vaer
- million. .

“‘have fentatively recommended & mix ’
use flood control dam with hydroel tric
capability and a. flsherm enhancement

c component R e

On the subject of a proposed Sauk Rwer
flood control dam, however, Swift said the

f -cardsrenmmheavﬂystackedagamstsum
- -apossxbrhty S
-In a Skagit Valley Herald mtemew

v ~Thursday afternoon “the - congressman
. reiterated his willingness ‘to help the
¢ Skagit County Flood Control Committee

gather: mformation related to a Sauk River

l, _pro;ect _
- But he also dlsplayed a federal cost-

‘sharing formula that. showed local costs

" for a mixed-use hydroelectric-flood con-

trol-dam could range from $20-$60 million. -
-After:nine months of work, members of

** the Skagit County Flood Control Commit-
¢ tee haveprepared draft recommendations -

that include examination of the possibility:
flood control and-or

Such "a’ project - would " requu'e an

" amendment to the Wild and Scenic Rivers
‘Act, federal legislation that' currently

B prohlhxts dam constructxon ‘Sa

. Rwer

< In addition to that hurdle.
_-said last month would  beé!:*V]
-~ impossible’* :
roadblocks include debate over pot; ehtial

to - remove,

disruption of fish runs and the: proj

Swift said an “edutist

-Swift said lncreased costs attached.to
‘the ‘hydro . power and enhancement -
components *‘don’t . conunensurately ln-
ccredse beneéfits.” -+

! 'If the Wild and Scenic Rwer Act could be
;. amended and if daim proponents could get
;. by the fisheries i issue, said Swift, the.cost-
i bg:gn ratio would: still pose an awesome

: .the ederal
pay:90.percent of -
ydroelectric  generation but- only ‘75"

percent of costs attached to flood control.
. Still, Swift said, he would. be happy:

ovemment w d
associated with

N ask the Armv Corns of Pnginoorc far mnm- -

, 'l'he Democrat congressman sald he .
, gave that message to members of the

Skaglt Council of Governments Thursday ‘-

morning in addition to a report that he has

taken action to improve relations between

~ 2nd District residents and FEMA officials.

FEMA'’s role, said Swift, is basically to
save the federal government "money
" ‘associated with disasters such as recur-
rent flooding. He agreed with angry
constituents thal “partlcular (FEMA)
field people at work in Whatcom and
Skagit counties w111 never- quahfy as

diplomats.” y

- He also he noted that small commumtles -

such as Hamilton and Sumas *‘do not have
the resources to do bureaucratic combat’’

{ with FEMA officials. -

But a combination of admxmstratlve and
Jegislative changes might be the answer to
local problems posed .by . flood control

requirements adxmmstered by FEMA he _

said.

Swift reported that based on complamts
from officials and residents in his district,
he and U.S. Sen. Henry Jackson met w1th
top FEMA officials who assured him staff
attitudes in this district “will change.”

He said FEMA administrators Charles

Steele and Carl Cook have already met
with Whatcom County officials and he will

arrange sumlar meetmgs soon in- Skagit
County

~ enforcement of what

r,gg;teém bers

o In the past year, said Smft FEMA fiel

. men have been - gullutly “of “‘a "zealoy
v o
thenresponsxbxhty s y- rcexve tohb
Administrati

th.- ipre
" tatives shouldmcludegx local peop
total perspective on- fedv'l‘,""g ﬂ00d con{;
requirements, said Swift, :
oL N

“They should explain the e OT
cedure, mcludmge:gpeals S0 %ep;;
walkmg in dead certain about ~ whi
they're dealing’ with,” he said: Con
pliance deadlines should also be describe
H' detail, he said, so local officials dbn
trip the clock" thhout knqwmg it

Swift said a more difficult o tish- fc
change would be the legislative l?oute !g
noted that a FEMA authorlhatxon bill wi
be reviewed by: Congress- in Septemnbe
?nd he ::tlld he twill check with fellos
epresentatives “to see if a

having problems like this.”. nybody elsei

"If there are many commumtles in th<
" country with similar problems, said Swift

. congressmen- representing thos:

communities can examine the authoriza

tion bill to see 1f solut:ons
ton X are posslbh

.He cautloned however “If no-one els

has a problem, we haven't got a prayer'
asfar as legislative action is concerned.

Swift said he talked about flood-relater

" problems Thursday morning - witl

. Hamilton Councilman John Smith, Skagi
County ' Commissioner Jerry Mansfield
Mount Vernon Mayor Ruth Gldlund anc

‘ Burlmgton officials. ..

he congressman’ will - be trave
threughout the 2nd District for the t:ﬁ
weeks before Congress recom’gma
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