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MOUNT VERNON — The Skagit County
Flood Committee will try to establish a
glnmdway for the lower Skagit River after

At their March meeting, the comrmittee
.members were, for the most part, against °

doing the floodway work which was

. requested by the Federal Emergency - -

gement Agency. L
Since then, however; FEMA officials

have met with local government represen-- -
tatives and given them this. message: if -

you don’t designate a floodway with locai

. comments, then we will do it for youand- -

you won't like what we do.

flqodwgy area.

A floodway is an area set aside to allow - -
free flow of water when and if the river -

reachés a 100-year flood stage. \

' By’ establishing a floodway, FEMA -
_contends that other, more developed parts _
of the county will be better protected_ :

against flood waters:

While

to establish the floodway in areas that are |’
not- targeted for' development; . FEMA
. officials have said- that  if the federal |
government is left to set the floodway, it |-
will be done by computer with no regaid. [-
' .-forgevelopegordeveloplngfqreas;r Rl B
AT thinkitha_tSdmebpdy,&gomg to have |

done locally ‘than see someone - from .

outside

Louie Parker of Lyman. With 3 ‘single [
exception, - Parker’s - fellow committee,
.membersagreed. - - -

. “Designating a Rloodway' isn’t: floo¢

_ » h . anyone,”. said'Arnold - Hangﬂ-m
_The' floodway designation could i

- significantly impact property values in the -
.county because no new development or
construction will be allowed in the

Burlington. “The water’s going to.
- natural ‘Wi
" provide

“Floodway designati ‘
we want somevne outside ‘this

our zoning for us? The answer, of course,

isno.”
Only

<. against th
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Cbmmittee Wants 'flo"q;dway

the committee hias the opportunity

do it,” sdid committee member-

tak

course. All ‘we ,havg"tq

some zoni

one committee ‘member voted :
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