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Flood group amends
recommendation after
emergency meeting

by John Draper

The Skagit River Flood Control Com-
mittee’s hopes for 100-year flood protec-
tion may be less sure after a run-in with
some U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
figures.

The figures, discovered by Committee

member Larry Kunzler, relate to the
proposed Sauk River dam, something the
committee’s report said, in bold letters,
“Is the only action that will give full 100-

year protection to the majority of the

Skagit Valley.”

This is an untrue statement, according
to 1965 Corps figures quoted by Kunzler.

A 100-year flood is not, as the name
seems to say, a flood that happens once
every hundred years. Over a 30-year
period, there is one chance in four a 100-
Yyear flood will occur. When it does, it will
bring around 270,000 cubic feet of water
per second.

Kunzler presented the figures at an
emergency meeting of the committee
held Monday night, just before the report
was to go to public hearing on Tuesday.
At this same emergency meeting com-
mittee members, moved by the figures,
decided to protect the committee’s
credibility by changing two parts of the

report claiming 100-year protection from -

aSauk River dam.

“We made a statement that could be

construed as being misleading to the

people of this valley,” Kunzler said. ““If

we had done an in-depth study we would

:lmve come up with these figures I have
ere,’’

The Committee has been working for

about a year, Their 30-pagg report is the -

result of their work. The report stresses

the primary need for a feasibility study

for a Sauk River dam but also calls for
limited dike improvements, debris
removal, flood-plain  management
programs and collection of cross-
sectional data from various river
locations. - :

The primary nature of the Sauk River

in this proposal was lessened a bit by the
Committee’s vote Monday night to
change the report’s statement that the
Sauk dam will give 100-year protection so
that it read, ‘“This is the only action that
will givemaximum flood protection...”
“If it's 25-year protection, that’s

continued on page 3
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