—~———

the:art;cle, we need to take.

3 Sh B A A BN SR BN I BN T Em O mm e e e e
k

Feds check
floodplaln

bmldmgs

: By KRISTIN HENSLEY

: MOUNT VERNON If the Clty of

_.‘Mount Vernon is to keep its federal
.. flood insurance intact, it may have to

~prove “good intent” in building per-
* - mits issued during the last few years’.
X ,for construction within the floodplain, -

~Because of a statement attrib to .

“Motnt Vernon Building Official -Ron
* Maynock in the Januray. 14 issue of a
“weekly newspaper, the Mount Vemon
-+ Argus, the Federal Emergency Mana--
*;gement Agency’' (FEMA). will be “tour-
-+ ing® bmldmg sites in Mount Vernon - .
““sometirne " during March ‘to see if = .
" buildings have been elevated above the - :
*100-year flood level. That flood level i is.

least four feet in. Skagit-County, -
In“the news article, Maynock. stated

; that he does not force property owners.
"'to build above the 100-year flood plain
+if they don’t: want to: :Elevating. or
“flood-proofing - construction’ in" the -
- floodplain is one of the requirem P
- for-. quahfymg -for - federal . ood -

,imuran B ’

st better to come down‘hard ‘on’ 5 :
“guy, oris it better to work with them -
~and -come to an.equitable- solution? -

nents

These people out there pay my salary.

I can’t just say ‘obey my rules’ " he_ls

‘-quoted as saying.
‘Because FEMA hasn’t actually gone

“through: the process of pubhshmg

floodway-. regulatrons yet, - strict - en- -
forcement is not ‘possible; said -Chuck’

Steele; ‘with FEMA'’s Seattle office.
- ‘But cities and counties are expectéd to

I

adheretothemtothebestoftheir

+ ability; he added,

““Just because of. the."statement.s in.-
-a-second:

! Skagit' Vallel? Héf,éldj

. mteroreted,l’ Maynoc

* . The two agencies give dltt’enng flood
plain- elevation. restrictions,

lamed With: FEMA, nobmldmgcan. Sl

~ occur anywhere below the..100-year = =7 -

© - 'flood: fevel unless it is_ flood-proofed, . -

. while the De artment of Ecology al-

=+ "lows no- building less than: three: teet o
P below the 100-year flood level.- o

- And there is a “grandfather clause" N

' m the state’s Flood Control Act which *

- vTuésday,' Maich 2,.. 1982

its construction on. property lat- e '

_ ted _prior - to. :1966 "or ~1967. wil

conforming to the Act, Maynock-said.". !

“Who am 1 supposed to listen: to"" R

he asks} 7

" Maynock said be- had been notlfled_‘_' Y
B thatFEMAwasgomgtodoanaud:tm. -

* tnid-March. that would include going -

' through the files and; visiting' specific

sites. Steele would not: predict how -

"Mount Vernon might rate, but. said

- that if bad intent was detected, the city
_could, be: suspended trom the flood

tohlde Weare :

=

,” Maynock stated. -

e isn womed abotitamtht;. o

* andit, Maynock has: some comp| o
FQMA is handlmz the g

about: the way.
issue.

_ they are reading articles in the news-

sald

. “FEyA-. “assume that we are .
functioning: with validity. They: can't . -
take some reporter s statemént or: (the -

. statements) of :some  resident :'who
" starts complammg It bothers me that .

paper and makmg assumptlons,". he |
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