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;7_ program - thatis, its pnmanly 1nvoluntary tax

msurance is nexther voluntdry or subsrdlzed

. econormc consequences

' thecoming weeks and they are nghtfully frustrated by a
~ . lackofchoiceson behalf of their - constituent:

 officialsis unacceptable

,—SHB

Offlcrals from the Federal Em gency Manage

offrclals are grabbmg th attent n o fa growmg number of
{ Americans. : , ‘
'Wecanafford locally to shelve further discussionofthe
dlsaster relocation plan for now, but the FEMA clockis. . -
i t1ck1ng louderand louderas Mount Vernon city offlclals
‘approachadJ uly 1 deadlme to cOmply withthe: agency s
iflood i insurance construction regulatlons.\w,, B
i Ina presentatlon last week ata public meetmg in Mount
Vernon, twoFEMA off1c1als outlmed the hlstoryof their
;agency and described the mtent of the federal T
government sfloodi msurance program

%' The program, they emphaslzed atone pomt was

estabhshed only because few. people were mterested in
‘floodi insurance untxl after their property had been h
destroyed . L o
* Inorder to assxst those affected by ﬂoods, the federal S
government kmdly stepped in and estabhshed a sub51
assmtance program v
N ow, hOWever, comes the thch L
- Theprogramisno longer viewed by federal officials as a
sub31d1zed | program. Instea_d the mandate is that the

lients — willnow pay ! itsown, way
The “voluntary’ "proj -ar

#The Argus beheves that regardless of theintent of the-
federal floodi msurance program, citizensof Skaglt County
deserve morethan the optlons of1) comphance or 2): severe

~Mount Vernon city officrals face a dlfflcult declsmn in:

:FEMA'’sactivities mvolve communities throughou
tlus state. The agency, 1ts offlclals andits programs'
deserve serious attention from not only locaI offi
our Washmgton, D.C. representatlves as wel

The ‘““nochoice’’ sxtuatlon faced by Skag

Our numbers may be few when vxewed ona reglonal or.

sent;mgpt at. Mount Verno
nightisan excellent place t




