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- *MOUNT VERNON — “They're not

 .teeing you're gonna collect it. They’re

" going. fo turn. the lights out in down-
. town Mount Vernon.” -~ - - -

» “That statement by Civil Engineer .
" Denny LeGro (referring fo dike re-
““gtrictions)- represented the general
.feeling.at last night’s public hearing to
- consider - proposed flood - insurance.

. “regulations. - - L

- The meeting with Federal Emergen- -

ey Managéement Agency (FEMA) rep-
_'resentatives was peppered with hostil-

“ity and barbed remarks from Mount

‘Vernon “residents and ~businessmen
‘who will be.forced to modify building-

“adopted:

- ..'The 'pdblié{ hearing, follows negotia- -

tions between FEMA and Mount Ver-

" schéduled to gather public opinion on
- whether the ¢ity should join the federal
""flood insurance program.:: - o

“ emergency phase ‘of ' FEMA's  insur--

" regular program or be-dropped alto-
- gether.. Under the new program, con-
-~ gtruction. in- the: flood - plain-will be
*“regulated by ordinance and buildings
must be elevated above the 100-year
- flood level. A deadline of July 1 has
“been set for-the decision..

al last night. Only two-individuals-

Major concerns: were for the we 1

insurance. -
M

ount: of

ount Vernon, where t

grade

i program. He at least could lift his
-+ ing with his crane; he said. - -
““But in order to elevate that building

“13 feet, he would have to pay $6,000 for.
“each foot -of fill, for a total of $78,000. -

«The building itself should only. cost

11$150,000, he said. Sickelsteel said he -
‘had researched the possibility of mov-".
ing’ his :bysiness' to another site, but
-expected to ‘lose- money because his -
property would be devalued as a resuit-

.of the building requirements.. -

" Other ‘property owners expressed’
_disgust about federal involvement in:
private affairs. Frank Nardo of Mount:

“only selling insurance, they're guaran- |

practic s if the insurance program is- .
- non city officials, and is one of several ~

“ Mount Vernon is presently under the

““ance program, but must enter the .

Citizen. response to FEMA's de-
mands was - overwhelmingly one. -of -

bout 100 who were in the audience .
ed support for.the program. . ..° .

ng-of the: Mount. Vernon business. .
+ district’ which lies in"the designated: -
““claimed: -the " program - regulations -
ould stifle their businesses with un-. "
- costs ‘and provide an-inadequate. -

~flood’ level is -13 feet above
Don-" Sickelsteel of Sgckelstéei
s, In¢. thought:he might have a. -
inct‘advantage over his neighbor-

equipment into his new elevated build- -

- tatives had been “extremely ‘sens

_ «St!:ilctures;: :

~ under the new program,:
* the 100-year ﬂo%d' eve
< Delmy: LeGro.

mmissioner  (District. 17)
Egi’df.-»elevaﬁons e‘meausi_iclﬂ%xeaf '

Continued from Page 1 -~ In some cases, flood-proofing a com-

o B mercial building instead of elevating it -
will meet FEMA standards,.Cook said.
‘Methods could include creating a ‘‘wa-
ter-tight" building or*wet-flood-proof- -

tive” to local feelings.on the issu
.- He also indicated thatbroperty?ral
‘es will not go down as a result of the
{lood plain designations, but may actu-
.ally increase as. they ‘have in ‘othes
comgnutrllltég The ,gnxy thing that would -
e them go . down. would be an
“actual flogg, Ee i would be an_

only option is to-elevate
Another public hearing




