MOUNT VERNON - The-

"“Federal Emergency Manage-
.’ment Agency s (FEMA) insist-
/“ence.. that- "residents . need
+flood -insurance - and - local
iness . of this - insistence
e precariously "rest: on
““the” question of just how
~.deep-- Mount Vernon flood
. waterscouldget

7o At arecent pubhc hearing at
'Hllfcrest Park in Mount Ver-
“-non, many ¢itizens stood up
‘7and ' called the 100-year flood
levations on ‘which ‘the flood
insurance program is.based

would require elevation above

the 100-year flood plain. A 100-

year ‘flood ‘carries * around

270,000 cubic feet of water.per '

second and: has-a 1 percent

chance " of - happening- every. - in;
T 11: in thxs century, he said the

year'— or.a 25 percent chance:

.of- happemng over the 80-year :

i term of most mortgages.:

-i The 100-year flood is not the. .

worst flood  that can- happen
here. There is such a thmg asa
:500-year flood::

“Corps. of Engmeers studxes
- used: by ‘FEMA' to fxgure out

" flood " wxll “bring .- differing.
depths across the lower Skagit

. and technological hazard
Chuck Steele ‘defended thes

tle confuslou over. the flood

- Seen snythxng approach. w
n - FEMA claims will happen her
in-- " during'a 100—year flood 7

en. " Denny LeGro, former Mou'

£ “overly cautious.” he said the
; - floods:

i For: ‘the ‘most. part, a.flood ‘
.plain “construction ordinance

v Accordmg to the Army‘,,

. “insurance rates, the 100-year 100-year flood, regardless ‘of’ '_

alley. For exarnple, the Corps -
figures show a 100-year flood
elevatron of ‘around: 30 feet.
. mean sea level for downtown :
i MountVernon : R

... duringa 100-year ﬂood

FEMA dJrector of natural.a_

figures “as  the best da’_
available, noting they haven’
been. called to question’ an;
place other than here.. Steéle*
admitted, though that:*thex
flooding problem in thisex s feet. '

large delta area is complex, . - 'the s

saying it presents an ‘‘above: elevatlons_ designated for west. - —j-hote? marfxl. Lowell Hughes, :
average corifusion of engmeer- * Mount , figur west s:;;yw o‘i‘g gater s on tHe
ingjudgment.” - : o ou ssrpate over/;,

To many of the cltxzens wh ! : ‘

spoke at last week’s public: ;¢!
hearing there seemed to be lit- How

nf ;*Awould require elevatlon. of
,structures to as much as 13 &

E_depths would depend ou how ‘

the levee broke. If it were. a‘
narrow. break, “he - 8aid,  the

Regan admitted it’s difficult -

' ito know - where flood waters .- depths near the levee wouldbe :
wﬂlgoonthe west sxde He smd’ ; :::;iigg :Jl;;se on the flood. in-

HE R

Vernon Clty engineer, calledgé
@ Corps "flood:~elevations:

Such a worst-case make-up;: 1
may be unrealistic, according -

" to county Flood Engineer Don

“Nelson, - Noting~ that 'to:-his. -
knowledge downtown Mounb _

levee would probably break on'’

However, . Di ga
hydrologic engmeer “with- the{
_Army Corps of Engineers, said

“~downtown . Mount:= Vernon;

*‘would have water in it during a .

. what levees break

Ina past study, the Corps»
determmed the downtown:
Mount Vernon levee would be*
the third most likely to break
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