
Federal Erncrgcncy Management Age'ncy 
Region X Feder::! IZcgH>Il<tl Cc11ter 

Honorable Raymond C. Henery 
Mayor of Gurlington 
900 E. Fairhaven 
Burlington, Washington 98233 

Dear Mayor Henery: 

Bothell , Washington 9B01! 

I I .'· ;j 2 4 1a,. tJrt · ,, .. ,f\ JiP{. 

Th is v:ill. .. ~. \..ln:marize recent-i~discuss·ions hetv1een our /\gency and local 
uff icic1ls from Mount Vernon, 8urlington, and Skagit County, as v1ell as 
r1 iscussi ons 1·1ith the Seattle District of the Corps of Engineers, con
l" rn i nsFfl9~.dways i in th~! ,.l_Qwer : Skagit De ltu. 

In oul· mr'etinCJS 1·1e discussed a variety of aHcrnatives that v:erc tmdr.r 
cot;si r! r: rn~ion and sought local input to these alternatives. \•le \'Jere •'· 
rninctful of the 1·1or·k of tile Skagit River [)asin Control Convnittee and of 
~tl ·~ fonilal reconi!ncndations of the Skagit County Gourd of Commissioners. 

We hilvc concluded th~t the tbest approach to ass11re that4~f.u.t~ encr,oach
tllellt in tf1e Del ta .. wi1J~_no~ unduly harm others is to offer a \:omhination 
., f techniques that lire consistent \'lith boU1 ' .~ kagit County f~esolution 
91 ~0 and Alternative 0, Section V, of the discussion outline used in our 
rlarch 16 ; ·l982rneeting (copies of both arc cnclosed)_j Essentially, we 
hd vc r· uled out flood1·1ays develored either through conventional equal 
~o nveyanr:e methods or through unsteudy state flmv modeling at this time . 
:: .st~o. d , r.,./e have decided to build on and refine your thoughts regarding 
,: Pns i ty criterii1, in conjunction 1·1ith est<1blishing ,~ mini~um floodv1ar 
U&,1t ~~1ll encOiilfJJSS tll i~ channel and overbank :~r·eas 1nclud1ng levees_J 

Our uiscussions reveulcd tl&Jt density criteria could bP. e :.tablished to 
refine the admittedly i1rbitrdry 25:; reservation fc1~ flowage al·ea recorn
;ncnded by the Conrnittet~. )TiE]c'ctive (!ens'ity criteria can be developed 
throu':)h use of methods recent1y published_j_Jy U1e Corps of Enginetrsj 
:lyrJI·ol o(]ic Engineering Center in an /\ugust i0R1 report prepared or 
f H·1i\. ~9ur early review. usin~J the ~density criteria indicates thJt the 
£::; ~:, recommendation pnjb;'lbly~considera~ly understates the need for 
reserving areas for overland flow. 
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I·Je will pr·oceed 1·1ith the Skagit Cuunty study by developing the dc~nsity 
criteriJ und floodway maps descl ' .i·d Jbovc. Some of the other measures 
descrHx~d in i\lt.ernJtive D ,,,iJl t1i so hove to be further explored v1ith 
local officials and incorporated into ordinances of ~11 three juris
Jictions. \~e vlill contact you shortly in order to further discuss the 
density criteria, and start discussions on ordinllnce requiremAnts. 

Please contact our office if you have any questions or reactions to our 
propos a 1. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

LJ:~.~~ 
\~m. H. ~·1ayc r 
Regional Director 

•·· 




