Water is not the only thing that flows when the Skagit River floods.
After governmental concern and red tape comes money — lots of it.

Frank Varga / Skagit Valley Herald *
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Beckv Cobb, proprietor of The Bank on Hamilton Gardens, m‘—" onmnd ;
in April, and her _frieﬁd'vBrﬁh*OTcan?i&éﬁ /ed through floods at

| home but not at the business. Cobb s;'aliifslfeffa@

véiﬁﬁggé above tﬁ'e';-‘aﬁge of 'ﬂébili,/juﬁ in case;
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[nsurance, grant money ﬂow freely

3y PETER KELLEY
staff Writer

AMILTON — When Laurie and Charles
H Gill moved to Hamilton two years ago,
they didn’t think much about floods.

After all, they had come from North Bend,
where they had lived in a flood plain. They
noved into a two-story house on Maple Street
ind settled in with their two children.

“When we bought the house it was in the mid-
ile of summer,” Laurie Gill said. “We fell for
‘he beauty of the old Victorian house. We were
«ind of blinded by it.”

Then the water came.

Last November the Skagit River rose to a
record 41.5 feet and overflowed its banks, turn-

ing Maple and other Hamilton streets into resi-
dential tributaries. Water rose higher than 4 feet

- H LaConner: 0

than $6 ml"lOﬂ in flood i insurance clalms in the
‘last 10 years.

: -'Parttcipatlon in ﬂood insurance rose about
- 10 percent in Skagit County after the last flooc
~_season, from 3,097 policies to 3,334.

I In Hamilton this year, participation in flood

insurance rose from 42 households to 54. In

?o?gcrete, pMGlpation rose from eight policie:
1o

‘Insurance CIalms

. Flood insurance claims paid in Skagxt County
since the 1995 floods. :
B Burlington: 0
W Concrete: $7,668 (1 claim)

B Hamilton: $582,272 (47 claims)

B Mount Vernon: $187, 236 24 clafms)

B Sedro-Woolley: $109,544 (9 claums)
* Source: National Flood Insurance Program, a

: l Unlncorﬁm'ated areas: $1, 876 400
: ;  division of the Federal [Emergency Manage-
Egunty res:dents have recewed more ment Agepcy i g y .

) § .=
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like to relocate to higher ground in Newport, a
small town on the Washington-Idaho border
north of Spokane.

“We’re between the rock and the hard plac
she said. -

inside the Gill home, bringing mud, debns and a
case of buyer’s remorse.
The Gills got a loan from the Small Business

e

Administration-te repairtheir house and would- 10 s

“But what we want and what we get are two
tferent things,” Laurie Gill said. Relocating
e money than they have, and it’s ha[d

roperty so likely to be ﬂuoded

Water is not all that floods into Hamilton. ]
lowing the water comes governmental concer
red tape and finally, money.

35 See MONEY, Page

Money sought in aftermath of

ﬂoodmg of 1995 and ’96.

Continued from Page A1l

Such concern is focused now on
Lyman-Hamilton Road. The last
flood left the road severely damaged
and crippled a bridge over Muddy
Creek. The road is now closed, a
thick sea of mud separating its two
ends.

Dave Sheridan, engineering divi-
sion manager of the Skagit County
Public Works Department, said
county officials are reviewing differ-
ent options for fixing the road.
Crews are using rock slabs to stabi-
lize the banks of Muddy Creek. But
a repaired road will probably have to
wait until next year. No price tag has
been set on the work, Sheridan said.

Skagit County as a whole is enti-
tled to huge amounts of money fol-
lowing the floods of 1995 and early
1996. Between the two floods, Skag-
it County can receive about $12.25

million in assistance for towns and
individuals, according to figures
from the state Emergency Manage-
ment Division. This money, for
municipal flood repairs, has been
approved and much already has been
allotted.

Skagit County also applied for
$1.5 million in grant money for
flood mitigation — helping people
move from the floodway or raise
their houses above danger levels.
The state and local jurisdiction will
each pay 12.5 percent. In addition,
since last year the town of Hamilton
has received $582,272 from 47
claims settled from the National
Flood Insurance Program.

Why stay?

But why do the residents stay in
Hamilton and other flood areas
when each winter brings the danger

of another disaster?

Over a beer at Willie’s Hi-Lead
Tavern, Hamilton resident Dick
Wagner offered an opinion.

“They stay because they’ve got
nothing and they can get in here for
little or nothing. Anybody’s got any-
thing, they get the hell out of here
and that’s the truth.”

Then there’s the money. -

“After the flooding, an avenue of
money comes in that’s unreal,”
Hamilton Mayor Tim Bates said,
stubbing out a cigarette at the
Hamilton Market, his informal
office.

Bates says he doesn’t think all the
flood insurance money intended for
home repairs gets spent that way.

It’s like an insurance payoff after
a car accident, he says. You can
spend all the money getting that dent
fixed or you can keep the money and
the dent. But don’t expect the insur-






Flood of Money

Organizing move no ea?y
‘task for Hamilton

— Frank Varga/ Skagit Valley Herald

Hamilton Mayor Tim Bates saMe one thing that follows flooci waters in Hamilton is money — from the
state, the federal government and the National Flood insurance Program. And despite the recm"’ring flooding

problem, he plans to stay.

Because of deléys
and changes, plans
haven’t become final

By PETER KELLEY
Staff Writer

HAMILTON — The real way to
protect people from floods is to
move them out of the floodway. But
it isn’t easy. Just ask Hamilton
Mayor Tim Bates.

For the past few years, as flood
waters continue to invade Hamilton,
it has been the notion of the state
Hazard Mitigation Office and the
Town Council to move essential
town services away from the flood
plain.

e e e — - = ——1
This time last year, Bates and the

Town Council were waiting for
$622,000 in state and federal grants
to begin accomplishing this. But so

far, only $80,000 has been received
and spent, for planning and land -

acquisition.

The plan has been delayed and"
now changed.

First, the plan was to build a new

fire hall on a plot of land to the north

oW

" FEMA personnel to help choose the

‘of Highway 20. Hamilton’s basic
water supply also was to be relocated
away from the river. But then that

property was found to be within the |

'500-year flood plain, barring the
state from helping the towns move
its critical services.

“The original plan to buy homes
and turn them into open space has |
gone sideways three ways to Sun- |
day.” said Marty Best, a hazard miti-
gation officer with the Washington

State Emergency Management
Office.

“Part of the problem is FEMA
(Federal Emergency Management
Act) requirements and misunder-
standings. Now we can’t find a place
to relocate the fire hall, so we are
shifting gears and going back to
' looking at relocating the water sys-
tem.” =
Bate

id it was frustrating for

first site, then be the ones to con-
demn that very site as unworkable.

“So we said the hell with you,
we’ll build our own fire hall.” Bates
said. :

Bates said the Hamilton Town
Council decided to use its own
money to build a new fire hall, near
Highway 20. and then reapply to
use the still-unreceived grant
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Projects aim to limit damage from floodin;

By MERRY HAYES o B i
Staff Writer

“Park and cast of the Ball Street

ount Vernon and Burlington officials
M are working on a range of projects

intended to prevent property damage
and loss of life from flooding.

Mount Vernon plans to erect a concrete flood
wall along the downtown revetment and move
some west Mount Vernon
residents out of the flood-
way. The city is also
building a new pump sta-
tion to fix stormwater flooding problems in the
Kulshan Creek Basin. g

Burlington has proposed using “overtopping
levees” and overflow basins to control Skagit
River flooding. The city also plans to build a
more powerful pump station at Pulver Road to
drain the city’s stormwater.

Mount Vernon is financing its projects partly
with federal flood mitigation grants. City Engi-
neer John Wiseman said the projects are eligible
for the money because of flood damage that
occurred in 1990 and last winter.

The projects are in various stages. The Kulshan
Creek pump station in Mount Vernon is the only
project scheduled to be completed this winter.

The city expects to have the station in opera--

R » ‘See PROJECTS, Page A7
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tion by Dec. 2. The $4.3 million
stormwater system will drain water
from the Riverside Drive and Wil-|
low Lane areas and pump the water
to the Skagit River. During heavy
rajns, flooding occurs in those areas. |
* The Mount Vernon flood wall is
in the design stage. The concrete
wall will run along the revetment
from the Division Street Bridge to
- the Moose Lodge. .
‘[g:“fff'Wiseman said the structure will
make flood-fighting cheaper, easier

nd safer. In the past, the city has
relied on volunteers to fill and stack |
thousands of sandbags along that
stretch of the river. The city then had |
to remove the sandbags to reopen
the revetment to parking.

- “Hopefully it will cut down the
time it takes to get ready,” Wiseman
said, “‘and allow us to get into opera-
tion more quickly after an event.”

The city will receive state and
federal grant money for the project, |
which is roughly estimated to cost
$600,000. Officials hope to com-
plete the project next year.

- Also next year, the city plans to
move some west Mount Vernon res-
idents out of the floodway. The river
frequently floods the area that
includes land north of Edgewater |

levee.

Under a $3.6 million project, the
city would buy about 10 acres in the
area, demolish or remove the build-
ings and relocate the residents. The
city would then redevelop the area
as a park. ;

City officials, who have received
approval for a $437,000 fet_ierz:ll
grant, plan to pay the entire project s
costs with state and federal money.

Dave Brookings, Skagit County’s
flood division manager, said he
expects such relocations to become a
trend. “The Federal Emergency
Management Agency,” he said, “is
recognizing that, in the long term,
it's better to get people out of the
high-risk areas instead of paying
costly insurance claims.” ;

Federal officials and some local
leaders also support another new,
but controversial, approach to flood
protection — overtopping levees.

The City of Burlington proposes

to build overtopping levees that
floodwaters can spill over. The city
would also acquire vacant land for
overflow basins and use Gages
Slough as a backup storage area for
floodwaters.

_The $9 million project would be

part of a countywide flood mitiga-

n?n plan.
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers has proposed a feasibility
study to analyze possible overtop-
ping-levee sites in the county. The
intent is to relieve pressure on the
existing levee system and prevent
the major damage that results from a
levee break. 3

Burlington Mayor Roger “Gus”
Tjeerdsma is a strong supporter of
overtopping levees. “If we all share
in a little bit of the water,” he said,
“no one gets very much.”

The city will apply for federal
flood mitigation grants next year.
But city officials expect the entire
project will take years to implement.

Meanwhile, a citizen’s advisory
committee is working on a Gages
Sloggh study as part of the flood
project and the city’s plan to

-improve stormwater drainage.

The city wants to implement a
few construction projects to address
stoermwater flooding and create a
drainage utility to finance the
improvements.

City officials plan to build a $1.5
million Gages Slough pump station
in 1993. Most of the city’s stormwa-
ter drains into the slough, but the
current station can’t pump water
from the slough when the Skagit
River is high. As a result, nearby
farmland gets flooded. ]
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.In _addition, floodwaters would
spill into the slough if a levee broke
or sandbags weren’t stacked high
enough, said Rod Garrett, the city’s
public works director.

“If we had an adequate pump,” he

said, “it would help us get the flood-
waters out of town quicker.”

_The city also wants to build a $1.2
million pipe system along Interstate
S to drain stormwater from the

porthwest part of the city. That pro-
ject is slated for 2001. '
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