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D16 CROWD LISTENS
0 SEATILE EXPERTS
DISCUSS FLOOD PLIN

DAM SAID TO BE SURE
CURE FOR SKAGIT
VALLEY FLOODS

Engineers Uhden and Dim-
ock of Seattie, Explain
Plans for Huge Dam: Se-
dro-Wooley Interested.

A large crowd gathered in the Rex
theatre in Mt. Vernon Tuesday even-
ing to listen to the plans for a pos-
sible means’ of stopping flocds by
damming the water at its source.
About three hundred were present.
Among those in the Sedro-Woolley
delegation were H. Condy, W. H.
Curry, S. S. McIntyre, D. G. McIn-

‘I'tyre. Dave Donnelly, Frank Hoehn,

W. M. Kirby, Lawrence LaPlant and
several others.

Mr. Uhden, the engineer in charge
of the big Seattle project on the Ska-
git river, told all about his work, il-
lustrating with lantern slides. He
said that Seattle is planning a dam
480 feet high, on Ruby creek, which
will take ten vears to build, according
to present plans. If Skagit county
men wish to raise money to pav for
the work, a flood gate dam will be
built instead of a solid crest dam
as at present planned.

He showed the possibilities of
stopping flood which this dam would
have. He saild that the Skagit river
had 100,000 cubic feet per second
through Sedre-Wocelley, while the
flow through Ruby creek was 30,000
per second. The last 20 feet of the
dam will take care of one-half of this
volume of water for three days, dur-
ing a flood, and an additional 10 fcet

I would take care of the remainer for

six davs. The engineers are agreed
that this dam is the only logical so-
lution of the flcod problem.
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Mr. Gilkey said thal his idea was
to get federal aid to help build the
dam with flood gates. It was stated
that if the people of Skagit county
wished to go in on the dam, and have .
Seattle change its plans, the work
could be speeded up to take only five
instead of ten years. Another Statg—
ment made was that the damage Im
| Skag't county for the last two floods
‘ wes a milion and a half of dellars.
l The Ruby creek dam, a snow nlan-
!ned, will take 800,000 barrels of ce-
%mcnt which is more than ﬁhe Con-
| crete cement plant produces in a year
lelnd will be the largest dam in the
world., The Seattle engineer stated
that the enormous porsepower whiph
will be developed will make it possbile
to deliver electriic power to Seattle
lat a cost of one-fourth cent Dper
I killowat hour. It is estimated that
’1 the dam as now planned will cost the
city of Seattle about $9,000,0{)0. If
the plans are changed to provide for
flood gates, it wlil cost more. The
| engineers stated that itt would be
practically impogsible fer the dam to
| break, as no concrete dam so con-
1struc‘ced had ever been known to
break. One man stated that any
means to prevent a floed will cost a
huge sum, and this dam, although ex-
pensive, is a sure cure for floods.




