MOUNT VERNON DAILY HERALD

DECEMBER 4, 1923

Need of River lmprovemert
For Deep Water Navigation
Becomes Growing Necessity

As ta the chamicter of tha Imprave-
Rt desfred, ws may sy In Esneral
that we wEnl frés and Eelmpeded ac-
cean {0 The sed. [0 ofdes Lhat oor eapld-
Ir Imoreasing cemmssos mar Tolly en-
loy the advabitiges which our locatlon
WTF hesr malt water abould give e
Wa irs workingr locally on & plan sad
we hops in the near futurs e smploy
some sorinesr of natlonal pramisence
who will make a theroush study of the
Biagit Hiver is & whaole and submiz-to
Ui & gdmprehensive plam for floed cen-
trol and Impreovemant and stabllizgion
of navigntlon of tha Fiver, Thaas two

features of rivee wark peem io. us to

tm cloemly fmter-rolaied

Wa nfe n communlty of fersmars asd
Bave not the skill or kmowladgs of Ry-
draiilin engpineers. Whit ws suggeat
thedufiore, 15 the abesnce of expert da-
fershlfition, s & resuli of our szpsr-
lenes with the Skaglt River for the
sl fwsnty-flve yoRra

The stoppags 10 navigation |8 ooossd
by ths Ffermation of bars and the
Iedging of snpge efther &1 the inauth
af tha sersim or along lis  sodres
highar wp  Thess soms csiess ralse
the bed of tha atrssm and dam up the
WkEEF duFlisiF Mo, nersasing itha high

WArEF makkes  IE seame to us Lharn-
fore, that o free apd opes cBamnsl to
iZe mmn as well ps the lesssnbng of
floadl dAsnger wakld both be posoms
plstisd b¥ the prosecution =f thres
paleril lices of work,

Firsk: beginning ar dsesp aslt waber,
twe rocdk lertiss mhaild B bollt to the
mouth of the riwver. Thils will as con-
filae and direct the eureent thai the
river will keap thls pard of its ohen-
el seourad  Ome  Setfy would net
#mEm o pscompllsh  tRis, slnes o8
sfmErEing from the month af the rlver.
iba  wiream would spread  out  fan |
shiaped af onoe over ths sl fiants and |
depo=it Its load of st bafers renching |
derp whisr |

Tha second lins of wark svael consdat
of  removing the necumulations whish
now obstruet navigatlen, Tha aflt at
ths mouth nnd sn the bars should, aas
far pa popEibls, be placed om (he Dapks
of the rlver. Here It will be of uss I8
flood control; whils it would meesly
form a furthar menaze to mavigation,
IFf It wiare floshed obf dewin the stfsam.
The sniage and logs should nleo b re-
moved, sinoe ewery nne of thess Teft
in the meream Bed |8 8 fowsndation for
& bar. ‘Thesa snags and lops ahowld
not Ba Eant an Jdawn Lhe PIveE, Whits
thay ara lknsly to glve firther troiahis;
but they shoold b= scogmoiated st
j=ifiin an Ehe Bmnk whers theay an el
Hmately he barnad.

The thlrd lines of work should e da1-
rected Towndl laspaniag ke burdsE of
illt and drift carried By the river. Wa
my liswarlng, for It s praciioslly im-
ponsible to remove It all. This lne of
wark 18 @vldently very RecklELry minos
with & enos gdpsa channel It woeiuld ba
migch mers Aot 0 malntabn ihis
Wita wWiler Belvwily laden with silt than
with water leam henvily laden, 1t =
also evident that this borden of =it
goigld ba, rédiacesd matscimlly by pre-
l#ciing tha polots along the hends
where the river (= oonstsstiy cﬂ:rrHtrl
Ebm banks. Thia work of bank protecs
tan 18 prewend prosles, aBd Lherafors
fitlling ugp of chemnsl, 8 giElls =2 Im-
portaat (o the nayigetion of the sfream
as ths flret opening of the chanmel bi-
pelf

Al Lo ke Felallve (mportascs of tha
finrth fork =il snitith fork, thars is @n
diffgrones bhetwergen themm nw Eo ths
chisf commerss of the walley, The
communitien of Fir sad Milltown are
e 1ha sowmh Park apd asnbd nast b
ranchad By bhont |f only the harih Ferk
ware limproved Wa sall veur alLER-
tion, however, to the fugt that the
morth ferk ham & abort course and
sleap grodisst o salt waier; whila
the south foril ks & IOAF courss and
flat gradiant is sall waler. Prom the
mouth of the mouth ferk i desp =it
wnter It 1s five or six miles over muod
Mats, while fram ke RoULE &F 1ha
porils fork (i im |sss than two =iles
e desp Enlt waler,

To dato all IMpEOvAmEntE hvea baas |
with the |dem of flosd comtrol slops
Thun there has been expandsd up s
ths rear 1922, but mot Including kst
yoar, ths aum of FEFET.TRRE1D0 for dilaa
and drealnage diches, These dikss have
mat nitkimed the object Tor which they
wars huilt as duriag sach fod af any
mapmitude they fall o sonfineg Lha
geraam and ar: Brekan I BUMEARLEE
pleoea.

Hinca the 15X flood thers has been
Bame Atiampt meads (9 fake op ihise
sivar  problem  aieng  comprabenaive
Iinsa govering both phasss. ‘Theea 18
at present & consldarabla sentimest
among fha resldants and tex-payers of
Bhaglt Cowhty in favor of forming an
Ieproveinent dlsbricd coverlng all the
tarritory ihreatessd by tha rivar and
adepting soma plan for dredging and
wldanlng the channel ns well as peiting



