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'ARMY ENGINEERS SPEAK
MONTHLY LUNCHEON OF
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE; DI-
RECTORS NOMINATED

Two U. S. army engineers from
the office of Col H. J. Wild, in
charge of the district, today told
the Mount Vernon chamber of
commerce that $4,982,000 flocd con-
trol channel from Avon to Padilla
bay is the most feasible procedure
tc eliminate flcod danger in the
lower part of Skagit county. The
two speakers were Major H. J. M.
Baker and E. I. Pease, who were the
pinch hitters for Cold. Wild who
was taken to the Fort Lewis hos-
pital yesterday for an emergency
cperation.

The chamber also received twelve
nominations for the six directors
who are to be elected. The nomin-
ating committee, consisting of G. W.
Fowler, Wm. Hayton and Alfred
Pclson, nominated Frank Dowd,
George Sprouse, Paul Wells, How-
ard Stucky, Ernest Barnett, Dr.
George Boynton, George Springer,

{Ed Nobles, Charles Ellinger, Ted
White, W. H. North, and James
King.

Six who are retiring and who are
not eligible for reelection are Wm.
| Hayton, Fred Ornes, Alfred Polson,
{J. R. Hurley, H. A. Moldstad, and

i
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(Continued on Page Six)

jinescmen,
‘was very informal

Flood C ontrol

(Continued from Page One)

Frank Jenne. Jenne has moved
wwin the cny.

Ccnsideraticn c¢f a propsr pre-
cedure to effect an efficient, econ-
omical system of flood coatrel
formed the major sukject of diccue-
sion at the meeting today. The
meeting, well attended by local kus-
farmers and

i

Grangers. -
with discussions '

L'zing prcmpted and carried on Lty -
memktars as well as by the speakers. .

President Hittard turned the
meeting over to R. V. Welts, presi-
dent cf the Skagit ccunty planning
council whe summarized the fleod
control situation Lefore introduc-

“ing Majcr Baker.

Congress adopted a rather com-
prehensive fleod contrel policy last
June, Maj. Baker told the
The pciicy is based cn cooperation

_with the states in thrze major fac-

tors; namely:

1. Land must be provided.

2. Maintenance and cgeration af-
ter the n.oject is completed must be
assured.

2. The U. S. government must ke
kept free from any damages which
mught arise during the construction
cperaticns.

“The Skagit river has been stud-
ied frcm many different angles,”
Maj. Baker stated. and after nam-
ing ceveral stated that the most ef-

fective means visualized was by the’

diversion of the channel at Avon.
“The estimated ccst of this pro-
ject is $4.982,000 of which the local

spenser weuld have to allocate $1,- !
that |

;832,(,(.;‘ Investigations show
 the benefits to be derived-will equal
i the gro:s total and k2 a decided ad-

group. .

‘ vantage from the standpoint of the:

i sponscr’s contributicn.”

;  When questicned as to how he
had arrived at the cost of the ben-
" efits, Maj. Baker stated that dam-

rages from all the past floods had |

%been tctaled and the average an-
inual loss computed

| structicn costs.

with the ccn-

[ the
'known that a fleccd with 4500001
{cukic feet per seccnd was seen. In|
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The propcsed channel is to start:

at Avon tut preliminary work would |
have to start east of the Great |
. crthern railroad lLridge. The pro-
| posed channel is to be 1,500 feet|
wide at the bcttom. It will be used‘
strictly as a flcod control measure |
, and will not carry water except dur-
mg flood conditions.

Maj. Baker reviewed the hxstory

l
|
i
i

Eof flocds on the Skagxt during the,
| past 26 years for whxch records have |

| been kept. The ~highest flow of |
. water at Sedro-Woclley ‘during that !
‘time has been 220.000 feet per sec- .

iond. The present river below Mount

| Vernon can acccmmodate a flow
‘of akout 120,000 feet per second.

The prcposed channel is to carry:

lany in access of 100,000 feet per|
| seccnd, Baker stated. The chan-
nc-lc capacity is 120,000 feet per

| second. We have had larger floodv.‘
speaker stated. In 1815 it is|

11853 there was a flow of 350,000. |
The tuilding cf power dams onl

:the Ruby, at Diablo, cn the Baker;
'and Cascade rivers will all tend to|

i help the flood contrcl situation and}
ralthcugh the channel in-itself is not
. capakle of handling flcod waters tc
Isuch extremes as has been men- |
"ticned, with the aid of these other!:
factors it should be adequate.

Many questicns and suggestions|
'were raiced ky the people present.!
| Euggections ky Wm. Hayton, Albert
' Mcsier and Gene Dunlap that rip-]
‘rapping the cut kanks of the river;
'from Mount Vernon to the Sauk|
rand dredging the mouth of the;

' river were heard. The guest speakeri

'*ta.ted that such was a good policy,
'but that its cost would far exceed |
,that of the channel proposal. He.

- estimated the costs of such a sys-

“'river

i tem at eleven million. i

Dredging at the mouth of the,
met cpposition from the

J speaker. Dredging will have no ef-.

fect on high tides. he stated. And'
high tides are always higher dur-
ing flccd periods. It is the high tide
. that will tend to hold your river up,
he added. )

Preliminary to the flocod contrcl

discussicn a short business meeting '
was held by the chamber of com-:

merce. Jchn Dennett repcrted that!

the street department will
next week grading, leveling and
marking off vacant lots to k2 used
as rarking Icts in the kusiness dis-
. trict.
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