SKAGIT VALLEY HERALD

Black Prince sailed Skagit

By RAY JORDAN

hall a cemury has |

sl | win@es
lh-m%.u'll':f:u g:nm
o hear the melodious whistle
famt mnd far lm

ciErrwiee ber

ghe haodls ant Elhm with
cool-headed Captain Forrest El-
well al the wheel,

He ecan still hear peuple say,

ihe soud of ihe whilstle,
o comes the oid Biack
Prines."

Highlights of tha hestoric
sleamer & cuntained | & let-
ter roceived recently from Cap-
tain Elwell:

“*In the late summer of (803,
Capt., Charles Wright sold the
Gity of Bothell and then the
Snohomish and Skagit  River
M Ca was [orme

Caot. Charles Eivell. and Caph

Elwell, and Capt,
Vie Pinkertém. 1! was lhen de-
cided
ing om

build a boal for low-
it rivers

]
IJ'! Saohomish and Skag-

|:rL Chairles Elwell made
hull model and Bah Houvslon

the job of l=ulding
the Biack Primee.'"

Work waa marted n ihe win-
fer of 199, a1 ihe Ferry Baker
Ml on '.he Smahamish River
where ﬂ'ﬂ Canyon Mill stands
teday.

DIMENSTOMNS

Dimengionis of [he Black
Prince were: Hull, 03 fesl; over-
all lengih. 112 feet; beam, 10
feet; depth of hold, § fesd; lon-
ET0ss " IR Ciif
{aim. When the hu
siructure were completed, she
was towed (6 Seallle by the Lug

the h
whE

100 horsepower brickysrd boller,
150 pmﬂj workng pressure,

were installed

“pfter mpltllun the Prince
came back to Everell under her
oWn arel them wenl fo
the in tow logs and pil-
ing,” Ehwell wrule,

1"I+e first crew on the Prince

1901, was Capinim Elwell:
E.-upt;irl (Engr.] Wrighi: engh
Mike Herizherg: Caplain
Phi.:rl:m Forresi Elwell, deck
hand, snd Wes Harbert, fire-
man,

“in fhe Inie summer af 1080,
she made a frip between Novel
tv amd Tolt, In 185 the Prince
tonk & low fram Haskell Slough
inenr Monres) o the maulh of
the Snpohombsh River,

LOADS
“Om July 7, 1903, 1u:|utt 5
tormn of machinery st Moan
Vermon ﬂ::lﬁtfﬂ' lar the old
Tale Mine i 1% miles abave
Marhlemount, (A [armer M-
of the tale mme remem-
the dale &8 6. The dis-
i mn estimate af river
miles. Actoal cor mileage dis
tance @ mboul & mileal,
lmk three dnye bo et up
lhu river and unlosd,” the cap-

]

and puper- |

tain contimoed,
Siicks Riflle
Indiam,

wheel by ahoil
This wans done tn give
mnre

;i

1

2

irip by the Black Prince
| may hove been the [arthesi up-
sircam penetration by @ sicam-
er since the gold rush of 1808,

the |

mine during real high waler,
He sdded, howover, that most

s mile or so below Marhle
MLImLﬂ the Crompamny

“In 1906, opser-
mted p logRing camp across ihe
Ekacit from Birdsview, The logs
wers lowed o ithe mouih of
fhe Skagit and later to Utenlady
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codorful Black Pr
“In 1929 Captain Harry Ih

wiell af the ﬂmn—hnmfum

Company purchased

Prince. She was sold (o ihe

5

L1
el
j of
la
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OCTOBER 8, 1964

T
“Time marches on amd we
hnﬂuullheﬂhctl‘rluuem
oo Emall, too old and (oo ex-
pensive in repair, She wan dis-
maniled i the lnle fall of 1550
make room for & larger
uhbozse,
& ﬁl:ﬂh'm
¥E le wheel
Hlack Prinee xits on the
f f tbe Port Commission

o
Front.™
But she

wheeler
wn

“Az a mem
the
il
ice

ihe
still sails cn in mem.



