IN RE THE MATTER OF THE
HISTORY OF THE SKAGIT RIVER

DECLARATION OF FRED W.
SLIPPER

I, Fred W. Slipper, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of
Washington, declare as follows:
1.

I was born on May 14, 1917 in my mother and fathers house in Hamilton,

Washington. A picture of the house is shown below as it appears today.

2.

The house was originally built in 1887 and moved to this location, 584

Maple Street, in 1902. At this location it only had floodwater in it during the December
1921 flood. At no time previous nor subsequent to that date did it have floodwaters in it
until the November, 1990 floods.
3.

The reason I remember this is because my mother and father had just

installed hardwood floors the year before and they were very worried that the 2 inches of
floodwater were going to hurt the floors. Because the floodwater was only in the house
for a little over an hour or two, the hardwood floors were not damaged. They talked
about this from time to time during my childhood.
4.

Before 1990 the first floor of the living quarters sat approximately 2 to 3

feet off the ground. The house was raised after the second November 1990 flood when it
again had floodwater inside, this time I am told it had 16 inches of water in it.
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5.

For over 9 years I worked as a weekly columnist for the local Courier

Times. On January 7, 1981 I reminisced about my boyhood days in Hamilton and wrote
about the infamous December 1921 flood. A copy of that article is attached hereto as
Exhibit A.
6.

There were a handful of other homes in Hamilton that never had water in

them during any flood event until the decade of the 1990’s. One of them was called “The
Smith House” which is situated at the east end of town at 307 Maple Street. The Smith
House was built in 1908 as determined by Skagit County Tax Assessor Records.
.

April 29, 2006 Sedro-Woolley, Washington
Date and Place of Execution
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