SKAGIT COUNTY FARM EUREAU
R. W. Xaess, Zxecutive Secretary
Telephone 7832
MOUNT VERNON, WASHTINGTON

Jarmuary 11, 1951

Senator Harry P. Cain
U, S. Senate
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

We sincerely appreciate jour ascisiance in seeking 2 solution to
“he problems involved in the tThreas of flocd damage on the lower Skagit
Aver.

T/08(2eaty ATHCL)E 12 £dll

Ye nad 2 meeting 7ith the Army Ingineers on Tuesday, January 11 at
which time they announced that they were letting a new contract for the
ccmpletion of the levee in the illtown area. The  fact that the exdst-
ing structures were removed l:ost summer in preparatior for building a
new levee which vas not completed was the cause of tine irmmediate danger
to the arga. With this construction the immediate flood threal will be
alleviated.

The second and third polnts mentioned in our original letter in re-
gard to the closure of certain Sloughs and a request for their re-opening
and a removal of a portion of an old Jjetty in that area will be investi-
gated bty the Arany Engineers. The problem here affects the drainage
systex of almost the entire lower Skagit Valley. The Skagit Mver nor-
rally empties into the Sound through many outlets besides its main chan-
nel, The Engineers closed several of these outlets thus forcing more
water out through the main channel which raised the low water level at
the mouth of the main chamnel by several feet. The drainage system for
+tne lower Skagit Valley depends on emptying its ditches at low tide with
a quick runout and holding high tide back by use of flood gates. The
raised level of low water in the main Channel of the Skagit River makes
this quick runoff impossible and the drainage system inoperative. Ve
are requesting that the normal ocutlets of the Skagit River be allowed to
operate so that the $125,000 drainage system of the area can function.

The Army Sngineers claim that they are unable to give any assistance
in comnection with the fourth point of our original letter which involwed
the raising and general improvement of the exdsting levee system of the
lower Skagit River.

Again may I thank you for your assistance with this problem. We
would appreciate your asgistance further in expediting the siudy of the
closure of the normal outlets of the Skagit River which is making the
drajnage system inoperative thus flooding bundreds of acres of rich farm
land including fields of strawberries and seed crops now in the groudd.

Very truly yours, §:£2L{>/ﬂég

P 000365 /s/ R. W. Kaess Skagit c:{?r Bureau
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