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project to alleviate the problem that exists now. However, there are some plans ‘&}((

they may not be able to handle if different plans came to fruition.

that in the past the County has been bit by circumstances that care
up because when they participated in sare things they have then been obligatéed foreve
greem hould be worded all

. An a ent shoul Wmﬂldme—mmm
fm;g;e activities. The design of the installation is such that it could accamadate
growth.,

Chairman Norris asked, since the stugz has been 1m,t;;ag ,would it be in order to

install this e of device ? Gene Sampley saic
didn't think it would be scmething that would need to be undone as a result of the

study.

Camnissioner Mansfield expressed cancemn about the County s responsibility and what
it is and mcm.ng ahead with the portion that can be done.

Ccmm.ssioner Rohrer felt that this had been an on-going problem and needs to be
addressed. He felt that there needed to be some discussion with all mvolved parties
~and same firm decisions made, then moving ahead. )

Larry Kunzler felt that the pump station was ‘Preémature until the study is completed
He felt it was too , premture to commit until the t0poa'raph1c study had been done.

In further discussion regardmg the need for a pump and how soon, Gene Sampley
indicated that a pump could not be put in until next spring when the high water is
out of the vay. Chairman Norris asked if the study would be campleted at this time
Bob Schofield said he cid not think so. They would probably need a full :t:au.nf.al1 ye

in order to cobtain-the data needed.

M g as any guarantee that anything would get done by next spri
He said he thought that "Skagu.t County and Burlington could solve the problem withou
all this maJarkey .

Commissioner Mansfield said he thinks it is the county's probler" but, obviously,

it is necessary to go through certain permits and process. It is still incumbent
upon the county and Burlington to decide about doing it. This means starting the prc
now so time doesn't lag beycnd that.

Linda Arentzen of the Soil Conservation Distxrict said that it is really nice to sex
the county and Burlington ready to work together on this project. She aaid she dox
- feel that time is of the essence. The county and Burlington should proceed, with t©
study contimuing on also. She said she does not feel that they should stop w1th the
ideas for a pumping station just because the study is to be done.

Mr.Henerysaid the council is in 1007% agreement that that is what they would like t
Mr. Morris emphasized that when they have hearings in the city that over half of th
people in attendance are from in the county.

Chairman Norris said that he would like same time to work with the Public Works Dire
o this and see what the time frame is. He said he doesn't think his opinion has

changed over the last five years. Something has to be done to manage the level of
slough. This should be coordinated now with the study being proposed. _They shoulc
£0 ahead and initiate the process to put t:he pUD in.—Hewever, at the same time he
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o'n any future activities. Mr. Henery msked if the study would bear out where any
. future responsibility would be? Chairman Norris said that it probably would but in
- the interests of the county's budget they are not camitting to any futuwe projects:

Discussion - Commmity D.W.I. Task Force Grant

John Rumsey reported. He said there is a large increase in the last year in involver
of drinking drivers in fatal accidents. He said this amounts to at least 577 to 62%
of fatalities being caused by drunk drivers. For the year 1982 Skagit County was
ranked 9th in the state as having the most severe drinking driver problem.

There was some discussion about the reasons why the county ranks so high.

Chairmen Norris emphasized the seriousness with which this problem is approached.
Camissioner Rohrer commented on how everything is geared to drinking. For example,
television, advertising, etc.. '

" John said that several cownties in the last year have participated in drinking drivi:
crackdowns. The system has not been able to handle the overload in some cases,
when it gets to adjudication and prosecution. It is a very complex situation.

Chairman Norris said that his opinion was that "we cammot afford not to" deal with

Joln Rumsey said that it is important to look at whether. one segment of the system
can support the steps another segment is taking. Both the National Highway Traffic
Safety Commission and the Washington Traffic Safety Commission are very concerned at
this situation. With some of the tougher laws in the state and natiorwide they are
getting greater imvolvement with the problem drinker. The Safety Commissicners are
looking at the formation of a Task Force." They are willing to offer a full-time
coordinator' to help build the task force, serve the task force and perform the day
to day zpdication of the task force. Through building a task force they cculd set 1
a full-system approach to the problem. Right now a grant has been applied for

in drug and alcochol prevention/intervention. This would allow the county to build
very good public information education programs. Have asked in those grants that it
be a coordinated cammmity effort. It needs an ariginal task force type of approact
The proposal would be for a one year gant which would fund a full-time coordinator -
serve, perform the day-to-day operations and act as basically a staff person for
"a commmity-wide task force involving deterrence, prevention, etc. to review the
financial aspect and see if there are some ways there can be same help in that, wit!
the focus on public information and education.

There was some discussion regar&i.ng coordination with other programs. Chairman Nor
said he wished to make sure that the county is ccordinating with other programs.
John said that the prevention/intervention program :L'S' going to be introducing a

program in the schools called "Here's Looking at You'. It provices youngsters with
coping skills and ways to handle peer pressure on drinking issues.

Chairman Norris asked John what he could foresee that would assist Skagit County ir
lowering its position on the list? John said that the education approach is very
definitely a key. Also, prevention/intervention is one that starts right now with
schools. It won't have an immediate type of impact.

Comaissioner Mansfield said he thinks it is going to take re-educatim as well as
education. It requires an ongoing program that will gradually decrease this.



