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REPORT AND FINDINGS
SKAGIT FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT SOUNDARY COMMISSION
(Under provisions of Chap. 160,Laws of 1935)

This Commission, having been duly appointed, mat
in the office of the D;partnane of Conservation and
Development at Olympia, Washington, on the _Frd day of
dugey 193877V

Tha purposa of thas meeting was to consider the
feaslibility of the proposed Skngié Flood Control Distriet and
all other matters pertaining thereto as prescribed by law,

Feasinillty

In considarinﬁ the feasibility of the project ths
Cosmission had before it,and rmade part of its record, the
roﬁort of ¥r. B. H. Allen, prepared under:thas direection of
the Department of Conservation and Development. It deals
vith the nacessity for alleviation of flood conditions in a
large portion of Skagit County, proposes rceans whereby such
alleviation may be attained and shows the probable cost of
the necesszary improvements. The report recormmends dredging
of the several branches of the Skagit River through the delta
to facilitate more ready escape of flood waters; channel changes
to straighten the course of the river between Lyman and the
vieinity of FHount Vernon; revetment of exposed and eroding banks
of the Skagit River and its branches, the Bauk and Cascade
rivers and of Friday and Day creeks; removal of c=nags and
drift in Samish River between Allen 2nd the Phatcom County
line, in Skagit River betweem Marblemount and the mouth and
in Noockachamps, Dey, Finney and Friday creeks. LUr. Allsn also
reconrcends the building of s cut-off diteh from dullivan sSlough
west to dwinomish Slough and the widening of an intercepting
ditch from Carpenter Creek southerly for 4 miles together with

bridges and other appurtsnant structures.
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Tha cost of proposed improvements i3 estimated
at Q!,ﬁ!ﬁl& Assessed valuation of the property within
the proposed district i1s approximately $16,930,000. Thms - s
the cost of the proposed improvements equals approximately
: 14‘ of the sssessed valuatiom. i
: The average annual damage from ﬂoodl within the
proposed district is large but the exact amount unknown.
During the winter of 1933-34 the territory suffered damages
= »q4n gxcess of $600,000. GCreater damage has been suffered in
other years. It is believed that the average annual damage
is sufficient to more than justify the proposed expenditure.
The area to be protected is one of the most fertile and
productive in the S8tate and the larger portion thereof is
highly improved and fairly densely populated. Important lines.
of travel and communication traverse the area and interruption
of traffic over them is inconvenient aad costly to local and.
statewide interests. Losses of land by bank erosion has during a
the past few years amounted to hundreds of acres, involving

an economic public loss not messurable in money.

The plans proposed by the Department of Conservation

and Development appear practical and adequate and are adopted
by this Commission. The cost seems reasonable when compared
with the anticipated benefits. The Cormission therefore
concludes that the project is feasible.
Financia) Plap.
Fith an assessed valuation of £16,930,000 it would

be lawful for the district to create an indebtedness of
approximately $508,000, equal to a littleover 21% of the
. extimated cost. In addition thereto the district may raise

- by levy approximately £34,000 annually, or with the consent
of a majority of the voters,approxirately $385,000. It would
appear therefore that by levy and a bond issue the distriet may
provide approximately one cuarter of the amount required faor |
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initial comstruction.
The balanee would have to be obtained elsewhere.
!'er the present it must m.fﬁcu to suta that it is hoped

25% of the cost may be obtained from the State and 50%
from Federal funds, if and when such funds become avail-
able, and the distriet should proceed om that theory.
It is recommended that further proceedings for the
formation of thig distriet be had as early as possible.
Dated at Olympia, Fashington, this 26thday of
August , 1925,

SKAGIT FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
BOU IIIS:!IOI

'ﬁir(e:tézg. of Cgeﬂntim & Development

orv‘isor ofUdranlics

Director of Highways

Eember of State Planning Coumcil
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Representative of Region Affected
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