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APPDDIX , "A" (!I!ri.plicate) 

• 

liotice of Public Hearini 

in conneotion with 

Preliminary Examination of 

"SKAGIT RIVER, WASHINGTON, 

WITH A VIEW TO THE CONTROL OF ITS FLOODS,· 

directed by 

Flood Control Act of Kay 31, 1924. 

)(t. Vernon, Wash .. Nov. 26, 1924 . 

• 
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143.82/85 

W.Ail D'S::?A.'1Tn=:r 
Unit cd Stat3S or 1Jffic e 

602 BurJ:;:c Builting 
.Seattlo, lJo.sh. 

Novembor 15 ~ 19210. 

A ?ublic hc:al'ing '>fill D8 b:;ld in tl,c Cor{l1ne ... ~cial Club at 1/it. Varnon, 
Wasl1ington at 1 P. W:. 9 --;"dn3sd:w !Jov3lTIbar 26" in COw'1:::ction '7ith a r:ypo:r-t 
on prel iminary::;xalnination of Sk&gi t or '.7i til ref'ercnc c to its floods which 
\vas directed by the Act of Congrsss of ]\1a;J 31? 1924. 

The purpose of the hearing is to give inte:ested ~rti.3s an oppor­
tunity to prosent their vJ'ie'7Ssrui a'1Y facts that may have a beari:!Jg on the 
solution of this Yl"Oblom. 

Tho infor~ation des ired includes the fo110'7ing i t01T:S: 

(a) Fr0qtlOncy, du.ration a"1d. hoight of :l oods, inc1uding 
breferabl~7 shown on rraps l anas subject to floods of diffe:rent 
heights. 

(b) Detailed estimates of tho darr.::1ge ca'.lscd by floods to 
various intGrosts. 

(0) Cost of' 1 JV8CS {dikos} alroad.;y constructed anc1 a:mual 
cos t of raaintaining same. 

(d) SUggesth.llls as to tl1:: m,:;tl1ods cO:'lsidcrod most desir-able 
for flood relicfo 

(e) Amount of cooperation to b03x~!ected on tht, part of 10c131 
interGsts in carr:,ring out any corrrpr3he:~s iV8 schGme for flood r61i3f .. 

'<Vhile for accuracy 0 f r :;;cord all ir:::portant facts ar.d argumolfts shoule. 
bo submi tted in wri ting9 oral evidence will be h,:;ard. 

w. J. Barden 
Colonol, Corps of Engineers 

District EngincGr. 
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BlackmOre ~rsns!er 00. 
Indepe!ldent Asphalt raving 00., 918 Seaboard Bldg. 

" "--R-.. Cook, 1!:ri.n .. ·Asat".,Jmgr., Eorlham :Pacific B,y .. 
. o...-s.-Bowen,Alurt.·-Chi:ar-Elfglneer, G. N. By. 

State HighW", (,}oftfiis.ion,r . ~ v 
J'>acU'lc lJorthwest Traction Co., Northern Divn. 
:Mr. J" 0 .. RIld ine, 

* Ill'. Ohas. A. lle1son 
Mr. Geo. B. Reay, Oounty Commissioner 
h. li. L. Crowe, Sec. Oommercial. Club 
Mr. C. R. Amundson, OGIlmerclal Olub 

Ir Xl' .. H. :fIe 1i4a.CDonald, :Fres. Skagit liiver 'Navigation Co.. 
llr.. Vi.. li. Franklin 
Mr. J. W. Collins, See., Oommercial Olub. 
Mr. Ohae. Elale 
Ilr. Gua Johnson 
lIr. w. E. Moss, Oommercial Club 
Ilr. B. D .. liloodyft 
Mr. W .. ll .. Mac15rler, Chief' Rngr. Carnation Milk ?roduetsCo. 
Kr. John S. Finstad, 
!II'. A.. Brawley, Judge SU!Jerior Court 
J. M. Humphrey, Gen .. Ugr. Skagit County Dall"Jme!l's Assn. 
James o 'Ream , lIlgr .. /fa!!'! Moore Boom Co,. 
~~liQ.1Jlbe:r-(to. ;:::";"," . F- " 
F.. C.. J o}mson ,Secy. Skagit Oounty Farm Bttreau 
Alfred Polson 
F. W. IIaley, Oivil Englneer 
Ii. w. lIIIoKlnst17 
P. W. 'lrueman 

~WilliamR~ton 

W. J .. Knutsen 
v Mr. Robert .is .. L. Knapp, Oounty Engineer 

w. S .. ~tevens~ Contractor. Skagit Oonstruction 00. 
F. 'Ii.. Benediet 
G .. D.. Kinsel,. 
George 'i. She!"!!f 
William Oalkins 
H. 1'.. Ransen 
Ed :Byron 
John L. Lindamood 

*Glenwood Rusley 
*G. l!. Brodland 

A .. Anderson 
.B. G.. Leaf 

*.1. 1.. Hanoock 
John B. Peterson, Civil Engineer 
Martin G. Olson 
"rUn Gunderson 
G. 0.. Brandstad. 
R.H .. Leedom. Auto Assessorias 
P;J.B'olter 
Al fred Johnson 
Frank Jungqui si 
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R. U. BB1ley. ~ln9&1".. t:u.tual ':"1 fe !l (~. 
George JOhnson 
Gnmt Knieht 
r. F. "111ard ' 

'* R .. D. Boy.too, Civil ~~inool" 
Fmr.k E. Jams, Skagit Tatlarull Bank 
J. Pesalbargor 
G. 0.. »ergsr 
~e 11errle 
S. A. Ballaud 
Robert Herzog. AssistMt ~ineel". G. It. !~ilway 
lI. F. Brown. fl rt K. 1'. l"iailwaw 
at'llTy' .Pearson 
Cbas. Callahan., 
SamSchWemaa 
l.. E. Smlth, Obil Engineer 

./'~Bs.v Eldridge. Editor. Mt. Vernon Argue 
Gtlbart llansen 

*P. O. Sam 
Clarence JohnsOll 
John :fGgelberg 
F. C. Pel lows 
John K~D 
liaIson S. AbooU 

..--. Chamber 0 t COtmIel'CG 
.....-G. r.. Parker. Di8t. Eri,gr. U.S.G.S. 404 Federal Bldg .. 
l---. F. S. Siegel .. Snagboat Sw'inOf:.lish 
-- ?he _or. Clty...coonty !ldg. 
~ ~et Sound. !'ovzel" & ~lr;:ht Co. 
!/"'- Sur<erlor l:-ortlsnd Ce~t Co. 
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MINUTES OF H3lARING 

held a.t Mot. Vernon, Wash., Nov. 26, 1924, 

general Frocec~ (0 
of ;':1,., l3Z4~ };J";.ic 

The 

1[1'::,"'; "2U 

( ::floOd 

B-1: Let ter-'at$d_ :..ro'f. ~;,)" 
'n'-mt OO~::itte";~ 

ltpr",n~Ux 13-2: Lettari&tad :;':;'11;>. 2,;'" 

:t~LOQ)gQ ft 

"} 1'324) 

'..1§ do ?<~~'::~~n, CfJ!j;S 

i~)::,s '''~v'?~i .~;':" tl':9 

:frOM Skat;it .Rt"!'or I::;prove­
i11iA~ ~!hairman * 

192.4. fr01!1 l"iobt ... 3~ ,L. 
,;onnt:v. 

}.:Pl',m;liz £-3: Statem:::nt of "rr-endi tnres fro''! lii ver I'YpY'OVE'::;r3"1t 

aceomye.-:lyi:z:g 1;\ ;}Qve. 
Ay:p::~ndix ;;-4: Afflitt7it ':If J .. 0. 
Appendu 3:-E.h A:ti'i.:avit of Nils !'ell':;l'~'r:tj. 
AIJrendb E-6: 1ett-'lT 'l:'1ted. Nov. 840, 1)2,. ~ i'rnm 001rnnb)3i!'!1~!'s )f DUd::-.g 

)i~t'r'i ~,t ~o. 3. 
Appenjix E-1~ Letter t:) the ?iv(;)l" Co:nn:i ttsn" ;msi';;"!led. 
AY::'Jendlx 13-<3: Statement of Hures of Ji::ti},·~i1istl'iet iTo. 17 .. 

r t 5U,~{ .j"ilSt .a ·;r"'/:)r<1, i~l.rt~t~r 

brie1"1,. mentioned heM (a;:rendix B-1;", just ',';hat County ineer 
Knapp ~i11 say on tb3t~ the 
pe.rt::lOnt ~ () r ;:jlatevfH (}OVoI"rlIDflnt 

i-'}",c t;s lt 51~e1't ~:}o't!!lty or th.c ~lar De­
iepa t'll1.n:lt '.\!()ul ta~e hall of this, co:.:tlil in 

aort.e way ::nKf'; S~T.'i& -::!,f')vi.'3iGIl;!' ~O'lG 

int: these ds;r.s go that top t'im teet 
g1ve a big ?OOa~t:i:l:'~J of :relief.. :i.:t ";oul:l 
kind of rol taf., 30 1:'.5 tile .l;:~~::u 8,ro 
started tu L::vestL'-at~;9 ·.:;nat tr.1,'3 
to ~o !lTd co-,::parate 'l'Jith 1]9. 

COL. EilRDEN: I will a~k for ~n:V0.T1B 
1aehols. cio :/:)'1 or Jx" 'l:lud;;:;.ll lesI:l:"3 t·j 
listen? , 

"\"~~i t;".;, t'~"a p90lJle ~'JhD are build.­
conl] be held as sncger.:ted .. it,"m.1ld 
S':~~-'-'~;!1 t.hat ~.~t;:!. be a Y!~~7 ·')f ~O~~e 

in,. ani that is ':'lhat -·re hi_~'J'e 

::>.n s~e ~o could D',) i'nd';1ecd 

";ho ~lisl'""03 to be heard to sT!eak.. :'::1:. 
sa:r anything, or a~ you ,just here to 

1m.. D .. :10IW1S~ CIT! {JQL··:!;Cl:"il.~t s:~;::r':rLE,ii>311~ we are IHnEt to listen 
mora thar_ aD:ything ;I.~ are in tihe 1?l'cl:l~~ or c"--':rGt;;..::e cai16 
1.111 here ilDO£!iciB-ll,; ,~r. Tindall is chail7!nan of ti'1e oOnl9it~~e (1n ~tl1it ies. J.l~;~i 

I a:i1 a member 'If t";9 tt:::ra; '::,cut ~llO.. had occurred_ tom--it gr.Jw out 
of ilie discuss ion 'ge ha.d in ::rour office ',.-hen Col. Ai3117 ',',as there,. on another 
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matta~9' but ~rou l':rdsed the ouestion- Of flood control, &r.:.d the ~entlcman over 
there just carried. out the thonfht that you expressed that day-cut the thought 
occml'red. to me that it mirrht possibly .... ork out OJ': w1:nt :Jor~ ~lgt.t call some 00-

o:;eration here whereby this flQOd control ultimately w01lld. eost the Government 
n:::tl1ir .. g., i.1" the GovemrJent ~'70uld assist a little ill the :p1one,H'ing period.. Of 
course the dsvelopmer:t of the S"'~~it from the star.:(:rNir~t of power is one of 
b:.siness and We have to ~ke haste slow1:i! .. but in order l~or us to get Vihat 'N8 

need up ther~ it ,:'rill 1~ l!eCeg~ar.1 ulti'll2.tely fcy u.s to devr:Jlop the :::!'lrar;it. "but 
of ccn:t:rse we ;Io not need 550,000 norsep1J\,:et no-.,. nor for !'"1l'!ny years., l:ut if' 
the condition arose 'Nhereb7 the Go-:;re:rnrneIlt '~;ould. 1;uili. a. l'i8.fll to the pOint where 
it wou].,1 absOlutely onntrol the floOd:: 0-[ the SJra.0:it, a:ID. then we cO";tld nnke 
iln agreement that as our lEe i:c.ess;,;re'f we OO~t10 teJ:::e it of! inscetio!!.s so 
'::ltl:'lltoly -,'10 'WOuld take tile ',1hole burdlID off" tIle Government in that way, Why 
there would ultimately 1)6 n() loss. At this stp.ge of (nA.r development we are 
not f1a".!:.tlcially able to develop it to tr.!.8.t point, tnt OUl' bug iness baa gl"Olm 
'VelY ral)idly, W(j are J!lOl'e :rarid1y than we ostimate;', aliti if ~u¢h an 
ar:rru::.g'9r:ant coul.! be llla:le" '"'1h~ we eould_ then go ahend still nQ:r~ l'&ptdlybe­
cause tl1er-6 1.S an almost unliMited field. de-pendent upon ournbi11ty to OOke 
certaL~ r:;otes... So tha.t --'in1l e it '.'foul:} be d.nr<8sro11sfrom a fL"lanelal sta.ndpoint 
fa%' us to take this th1n,g on. as a whole thing it at 1n if the Go'Ve1'!1!1lent would 
:"0' S)~ 1 could see- ·:therewe could ju.stif;y vl;rsel'v,,;;s in -enterlng into an agree­
ment;<rlth the Go'Vel'".!1L.~1l.t tbat as fast we we eO':llQ to.lro oval' this load. we would 
pa.y in utility bonds., ",h16; iathe eml;; \'1:1/1 we hn\'0 of' ~"t""Jinz, a certa.in seo­
tion of tills. so that t116 Government 'NOula only have to rlrmear for a ffiPI years, 
beeause we would be able ultimately to take over the cnt1re capital. 

mt. 721UI.IP1,Il:liilMLL, arTY COm-lOlL., SAAI!'f.1Bs ~e point just brought up b7 
.:.:i:r .. IHchols 1s rather .novel to t:le~ but it is rather lntel'o:sting lO and it the 
Government could see it in that light. \Va wo-~ild 8:PI~l"eci:):te it Vf?JTJ I1lIlcb.. We 
2,11 down there have beau very !llU.ch interested in the question of obtaining 
the right to eOllstruot a tla'JIl, if we do it wi th our own money, which I appre­
hand wUl be the :result anyhow unless the Government coul,} be persuaded -to 40 
a little financing. .Ii. fow weaks ago 1 took a hurried trip dOY71'l hare ana. met 
with the Bo~ of county Com:r.lssioners and :.(1". Knapp. the County 3ng!neer. and. 
also took up tho U!ltter of getting S:::agit Co'.mtJ' to indorse the apl:lleatlon 
-,'Ihlen the Oity of Seattle has maJe f'or the right to constrl.ct that dam at lobe 
,junction of Rnby O:re6"tc .!l».l' the Skagit River. We have no particular reason to 
fear that the :Faders 1 .Power Co..'!rnission will not f:rantus that :r1ght, but U 
did occur to u.s trhlt if t....1:te residents 0 r the Skagit Valley ind 01'900 OtU' a.ppU­
en.tion, it 'WOuld elva it an even stronger standing with the Federal rower Co .... 
mission that it might r..ave standing alone. To 11Ie$- this is the solution of th~ 
whole question. If we build that Jam there .. build It high enough, tlulre 1'1111 
be no more Skagit flood.s; that is to say, of 6n.1 eonseqrlenee, a.nd 1t wUl be 
a..1'l insurance S.g!?i!!3t the rGcllrrenceof these floods and th.e 1088 that thea 
ants,!l. I don't "i.c!'..ow of a:ny better stroke of business that this meeUl'Jg eau 
do than to pass a,resolution indon ing tlle app11cat ion of' the City of Sett.tt Ie 
and urging the Fed.a.ra.l :Power Oommission to grant it. Ifhls gentleman in h!& 
paper hera has :referred to the wish ot the Count) that the tan-toot margUl of 
safety or storags aa;pe.cit;v be always maintained, an:i of aoura& what eyer 1tl 
right and !Jroper, -.matev'3r the Gol!ern."OOnt '\'QOuld say is necessary to malntail'l 
that :ns.rgin of safety, \,19 would have to accede to. :ihat was my main pur~ •• 

-2-
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in c07!ling Jo-!m 
men t tc. ii;S;{: the 

n:;'ite t··j' 
fXV;';L ~ 

to a 110"79-

t~lV~ -a 

(IO ;~c;Dtle~~n" if t'hel"~ 1 s ... ";;ill a:,,·:j:) .... 1m the 
:neet~:~; in a ulillut e Dr t'·':(). 'ib.0 }~j,:pBrs prG&s!lte·'t} those by ,Jr. 
~'ii11is"":n,i the C(Fc]ut;:r .~:u.;i:tretn~ ~l·. Kncl"tH" h::::va COV~::"f .. h" tllf: '1:11:<9 

4.i:;:>. Knapp ;:ropght out in hi::'! 

't Gf"f Ltt::~ OI!. 

1 ~.-:c~ to em­
tl1£!.1; 1:efore any pr:2size 

really 
:f'loods, 
have as 

can h'l' YX'f;!YE.red fo:1:' the !;.:'.!otl 0:1' f~m 

to 11&"le ::!{}r9' autt~o-l~itatlv~ i!tfijr;'.'tati:}n t~ren '-\~e novi 
oi ';1lf;:,ter c~:rl' ieu. t;,{~ ~iv",,:r 1::2 tL:o v:t floo,J.s.. ZOne 

.. sta~s that lines 
and 2.1'6- et~rried Olit ~-:i th accllr.ae~t, al! 1. v,r; In ,:3:::rn.:rse 
of time 
se~n:re t.ilat. 
model'2~te 

nee,led. O:f c()urs'~ it $~{ tz,:;;::; so'::o lHtle ti',a to 

not be aec.ureCi 
corle, but if 

~hat he sets will ,':1..,e a,~c"'J.":':lte 
of the rh'61', but tile a,'n01.IDt Ga:i:'riad i:t;. 

unt 11 thOtH:t flovct8 occLtr. "e (LOn" t ·tr.ow 

of the l'i'N~l', it !J<2.n 1)1'3 
definita in::fOl"!fBtl:;;ll as 

Q.UI·-vO is 1~irly 1s€ll: 
extended. <;;i1;}' ~llffioisllt 

110 tl;.e V01UI'!l3 o:e these 

tOi. SfL:::; t"hey 'flil1 
:1C"lei'ato fitl!:~:es 

,;. ~:o ~,onB rOOl'B 
t~':~1~ ~7C h[~ve at 

present... i;n;j.'v.l".;.a;i..io1'l. tl:iJ.it was eol1ecte,l by ~1n in his 
l'ellC)rt to the was frxceIlnnt so far as the do,t$!, t:.l~,t to ',"i/ork 
u::,on :;:A)l'Tili ttad" tut that (ilita W~lS T1GeeSsaril;{ ,;,0::-0::1" ..I..e;':;2 inaccnrata. ne had 
to gath<:lJ.· It £1'01:' "lfl.i.l'i:;,)'t15 S9tll'ces ;:'cJ:l;1 then form his cencI as t·) ',':fIlEt th2.t 
uata r6<Zi.ll~; :':here is nfi 'J:eG ti~Y! t, ~!.t tblse t;ro[;t..'"S t,{jat 'ha,va 
been sr..oksn ot t tlH~ ;}ity 1)£ Seattle's pl'OT,Osed oJ:'"'! at tiH~ seeor,d 
01' the d~'a to be r:tdlt ley the l'ug'st ';';mmd ,m the .Eaker 
River) S<l'S SmilE: b~nefit nan, he W"cul"e·i pro-
tection if 'i;iuilt hi:o:nnl' than neeessa." i"o't' or ",>h3t is 
anothsJl' Nay ",j' t;i'H) snme tning, ii' tho 
h;i':;(lt 1ell}Vi th9 i~'la:'i:l~;jllm at all times.. 2his first ;Jnm thEt is 'bel tuiH 
rww by ~htl Boun..l }'fr')ier .l: ':"ight C0'IlPB.!lY ?lill D.;Jt .':.n,7 1:'10') i T>roteet ion. 
because the area is to,) s~ll; in other ~o r3n, it 'be fIlII 
-:"/hen f10(k$ <;0 «';EI., ~il'l,; t.i1eretol'e \';'111 be 01' no :1$0 i~; ti:-:'\e 
s l1con,,1 reservoir th<"AJ;; p1'01:'Ose to bu.ila, n:':I'G v!' ten 
..,.'13&'1"5 o:t'f'ers po~sililities of :i"lOO>1 :prevention as l :m'v:s: In:Jicate,i'l 
an(~ tritl iW.'1'lfl is t.l'l1.o 0f 'I;;jo9 itl1by tl8':l't but tl\O ~e tY'l(} not entil.'el"j solve 
the q::.estion. V t.hoss t"liO dams '.'lel'e in arl;.l the,,! to;;11: the an d.isoh::ll'gs 0=' 

the aTl'"as al'Ove them" in times ()f l'U1ximurr, :rlOQ(~8" tl:w ,tischarge fro!:.1 the re­
maining portion ot' the 'l'aterslv.}t-t 'N01l1d st ill f';i'tre 113 g. that !'"}oul(i not 
be ca.rl'ioo the river in. Hs l':"6Sent condition. :110 that smnething else is 
still necessaJ.;!.. As Mir. A"nap!> Jnst sDizi, there are.J:..ieh 
these flOodS can be all.ev i.ateu~ arc' the ~\:.eetir!:n ¢-~ to 
best and ca,n onl:T b~ detart~in.e~t ~ a, ~r:e~-'Jte~t 0 ~~ 

fOYr!lation lKIhich is not now available~ lftlt ,:,!hich can be 5~}cu.:red. It w,u:.l,l1:e 
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their 501:l:rees :'13 a 11tHe :le!' j:1)!'t10rs 
more snow ~ and alSCL, althou::-:h it is not' eertain 
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