7 October 1963
Honorehle Jack Westlena
Representative in Congress
Waskington, D.C.
Deer Wr. Westlenot
This 1s in further reply to your letter of 7 Beptemver 1543 whicen
inclosed & copy of & letter ani press clipping frow Mrs. Don Meopes,
Burlinzion, Weshingiom concerning the proposed Avem Bypoess Project, Skagit
River, Waehingtom. Krs. Mepes calls attention to interests opposing the
sroject, priverily in the Burlington sree. She solso states her concern
teceuse the Dypbss chuamel woulce cut through ler lether-in-lew's fors.
In 1959, high veter flows on the Skagit River led to requests oy locel
Interest groups to their Congressionsl representstives for o stuly by the
. Corps of Engineers of Flood comtrol and other wailer resource neeig in the
| Bergit River besin. The study was ipnitiste: in 1981. At e puctlic heering
in Pevruury 1991, testimony wes presented by representatives of diking
sistricts, by the County, vy Chember of Comierce representetives, by
munjeipulities, by representetives of sgricultuwre end oy meny othere. Thie
Ltestinoany wes overwhelmingly in Tuvor of cevelopsent of higher stenderds
of floou caontrol in the Skaglit River. Jur studdies to «ste heve confirmed

thet flood ¢ontrol ia the swost urgzent weier resource messure needec in the

Skagit River velliey. Accardipgly, we sre prepsring interinm reports snc
stusies to implement th;:se flood contrel accsures having the highest
Justification.

The greatest part of the developed portion of Skagit County lies iz
she btroad fertile lool plain of 8kagit River from; Seirc Woolley to the
. mcuth. Approximstely 03,000 seres of intensively farmed, hizh ylele

agriculturel lenis and the municipelities of Burlington, Avon snd Mt. Vernoun
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ere pertielly protecies by soeout 4O miles of levees along this portion of
Szegit River. This levee systea extends slong Soth btsuks of the Horin
¢nd South Porks sid clong coth Lenks of Sisgit River to b iniles siove
Mt. Vernon and on the right Lenk to 3 miles below Selro Wooiley. Toe
levee systea sfforis ebout S-yusr flooi proteetion an the eversge, with
iccivicunl gections renging from 3 w0 13-yewr proteciion. The cempecitics
of leveed sections of river renge from Q1,000 to 123,000 cublc feet per
secondi, except for one awell Jixzipy Jistrict hsving & higher Jdesrse of
protection. |

By compsriscu of the foregolng cepacities wiih the following tsiuletion
of nistoricel flood {lcwvs s{ Senro Woolley, your esn &pprociste the vulner-

spility of the Bieglt River Jelta to 7lood usmsge.

|

Tiov. 13946 185,000 cu.z‘t./m-::. Pel. 1932 - 157,000 cu.ft../sec.

Nov. 1397 - 190,000 cu.ft./sec. Rov. 194% 140,000 cu.it./sec.

Bov. 1906 - 130,000 cu.ft./sec. feb. L9551 ~ 150,000 su.lt./sec.

Hov. 1909 - 220,000 cu.ft./sec.

Dec. 1917 - 195,000 cu.lt./sec.
m- l%l = 21‘3,0{)0 Gu.rt-/m.
we huve zml‘ullj exszined 211 possivle means of locd cuntrol in the

Sksgit River vssin. This hes included reising of levees, drediging the river
Lo incrense capacity, the Avon Bypass or esulvelent diversion chennel and
upstress storage. Relsdos of levees in cny substaniiel esmount 1s nov l'essicle
cgcause the {ine gralped sanuy-silty soils on which ihe levees are foun:ed
woule pernit excessive scepege couglog zrnd Lolls fno Llowouts In the levees

creas. Dredging of the river for e flood control ¢hennel would not omly

o
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uniersine exieting levees,; nut woul: e dnfevciile to asdlaterin.  Upgires
plurrge will Ue wepeliecirl in =&y nlea, but 1ts Ceredldldbe GUDenis on
evalustlon ol aeny other IvBg IULEe VELer FeSsuyed nNev.s Zusl 08 Lo

Llow vugperiation for wawer supply, Tisherivs, dyiro-mpwer -levelosgmwent,

rd clber purpuses. Our stuiles hove shown wo cranus
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durgose (Loo conmtaol stopspe Am SRl thet apsnreen guorege svellosile in o
walii-parpose slovege Gsuy Ly iteei T, will not le eaonsh Lo yilel. she sl
ltevel of floow proteetion necuwe. in the Sreslt River Velle

The mnost Jao sﬁﬂ- plaa of Ilucc protection Tor the walley brz torpc
elenents which ore:

. Copstrust Avon Bypsees dAdversion simnnel eao iuprove end extend

b miles of leves Trom the hee: en. of the b MEE upstyead, Detaile of tuls
plen ary fhown on 1o’ osure 1.

G. HAbse the protection ol existiny leveo svsiesm unlfors by winor
reising of those levess which sye low nng strengthenin: wesi sectionn
or leveas.

. Proviue upsireen storege in the Cutwre o5 it becones fengille.
The foregoing items, o end b, would persmil comtrol of floo- flows of 239
lessy *}O 200 euble feet per geeunl enn wouls lneresse the level of flasa
proteciion in the velley frum ine resent Sryany Srequerney 0 gt lensw
30-yesy [rejuency. On ¢ sy renge Lusig, dten o wptirena sturrse,
Coail! inerener flow meotection Lo L0 yens Srasueney,

The District Englinzexr, Semitle, iz LERISG Sueus Lo reoort on itess

< &5 0 in the mesr Tubture. Thers Las ween oross rutllie suspurt of uie

Avan Bypess Projeet bty the County Commissioners spo Wy tee businesz
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snc ggricaltursl commmity. The prineipel osclecticps eppeer to stex fros
aners along tae right-of-wey of tha %y 83 chennél. Other rouies
teen stuiles end the nost leseitle slternntive is = chronel from
shiown in el on the incloged drawing. This route was foun. to cost

32,000,000 more thrn the pruposedl route, The hich cost of ihe eller-

netive slinecent resulte tecsusge lenas #re much wore highly Sevelopea

along the sltexnnte route; sn. beceuse river wiicoln: would te recuirea
froa Avon to the Greet Horthern Redlwsy Lriipe crossing upstrecs ts cchieve
the cene ue@ of proteetion ss the propose: slinement.

We neve oot entountered zny Jutstencls voposition to the plen in the
Burlingion eree from elther civice or Lusiness leniers, except on #n isolates
tosie. The dbypess plen will result in lowering of the {looi flovw water

sorfsce in the vicinity of Burlington vy 3 to & feet. ‘Thie lowering in

comuipetion with the propose. 4 wiles of upsirern levee construction in ilue

vieinity of Burlingion vill ineresse floc. protection for that cocomnity

from etoutl 5 yerr frejuency ¢t present o 3Y0-yesr frequendy.

I hope tals letter will yrovile Jeslre. informetiop atout the lssues
relges oy Mrs. Mepes onu also suout the tropu tesis of owr plencias for
flooi cuntraol in the Skegit River Valley.

Bincerely yours,

1 Inel {(ia gund)
M. fvon Bypuss (Prel.)

4
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