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Gov. Gary Locke said Wednesday he supports efforts to
move Hamilton out of the Skagit River floodplain, to avoid
repeats of this scene from October 2003.

Money: Impetus
to move Hamilton?

Continued from Page Al

water towers in the Seattle
area.

The federal agency also
awards grants to fund preventa-
tive measures. Gov. Locke
pointed to Mount Vernon’s
Edgewater Park as an example
of what those grants can do.

The city used a $2.3 million
grant to remove 34 homes from
the Skagit River floodplain at
Mount Vernon and turn the
area into Edgewater Park, the
governor said.

“Then in October 2003, a
flood covered the park with
more than four feet of water ...
but because the homes had
been moved, no structures or
dwellings were damaged,” he
said. “We’re now looking at the
same mitigation type for other
towns, like Hamilton that some

of us visited during that flood.”

Locke endorsed moving
Hamilton out of the floodplain,
saying it would be “far better to
move homes out of the area
now.”

b “It doesn’t make sense to
é have the homes and the busi-
nesses in the same exact spot
and every four or five years be
flooded out,” he said.

“It makes sense to move a
town out of the way, out of the
obvious floodplain, so that we
can avoid these heartaches,” he
added.
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Almost every home in
Hamilton’s town limits was hit
by the October 2003 flood.

John Pennington, the federal
agency’s regional director, said
money already has been allo-
cated to moving buildings
threatened by flooding in
Hamilton. He said, however,
that the small size of the town’s
government has made funding
the move difficult.

“One of the problems we
have is that in some of the
smaller towns and smaller gov-
ernments, is that they don’t
have full-time personnel to
administer the programs
through which you can move a
home or elevate a home,” Pen-
nington said.

Locke said he’s hopeful that
progress will be made and that
there are “a lot of discussions
going on between the county
commissioners and the people
of Hamilton.”

Best, of the state Emergency
Management Department, said
he has been working with
Hamilton Mayor Tim Bates for
about 14 years.

“It’s just a challenge,” Best
said. “I give them credit for
persevering through this.”

W James Geluso can be reached
at 360-416-2146 or by e-mail. at
jgeluso@skagitvalleyherald.com.
Levi Pulkkinen can be reached at
360-416-2138 or by e-mail at
levip@skagitvalleyherald.com.




