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Skagit River Bridge
Near Concrete Urged

Many Groups Join in Requesting Fedéral Funds for
Construction of Skagit River Span to Make
Timber Accessible, to Aid Schools

- Direct appeal for federal-aid in
construction of a bridge across the
Skagit River near Concrete. was
started Monday:at a special meet-
ing called by S.:S. Melnt$re; pres-
ident of the East-West, North
State Highway Association,

Mote than a dozen telegrams
have already heen sent Congress-
man. Henry M. Jackson, H. O.
Wahlherg, Skagit County Engineer
now in Washitigton, D.Ci, and both
.of Washingten’s U.S: Senators,
Businessmen, labor groups, school
authorities, timbermen, farmers
and chambers of commerce in
Whatcom, Skagit and Snohomish
countiés are requesting that the
federal . government allocate funds
for construction of the span,

To Mske Timber Available

Primary reason for the groups'’
asking immediate erection of the
bridge is to make timber availahle
to independent local mill operators
in Skagit, Whatcom and Snohom-
ish counties. The span across the
Skagit near ‘Concrete wotld -open
Up transportation facilities to one
of the ldtgest sreas of virgin
timber in the stiteof Washington,
. 'Add: of the' fedéral government
i’ requested because that body -and
the state own ost of the .Jand
.comprising this'gredt tiniber area,
[ The telegranis urge ‘that existing
federal funds be used to build the
bridge, which' is estimadted will-cost
$400,000. :

At Morday's mieoting it was
pointed out that the coiiities do
not have funds available to con-
struect the span. Although the

of projects included in a four-year
program advocated by the North

tion, most persons at the meéting
agreed it is urgently neééssary
that the bridge be built as soon
as possible.

bridge has high priority on the list |,
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Schools Urge Action

School authorities throughout
Skagit .County have also ‘empl_m-
sized the necessity of a span to. in-
sure the safety of chlldren. being
brought to school. The fe}rnes be-
-ingieased-at-present have been re-
peafedly mentioned as “dangg’rous,
‘expensive and unsatisfactory” for
crossing the river. )

In addition to the many wires
sent Congréssman Jackson and En-
ginder. Wahlberg, Mr. MecIntyre
has conferred with Ja"qkson by tel-
ephone-and received his assurance
that he would let the groups here
know what steps should be taken
to get action on the bridge.

Congressman Jackson also \_Nired
Senator Jéss Sapp’ on April 20
Stating: “Regarding Conc 'rete
bridge, I will be glad" to discuss
situation with Wahlberg. Wil
keep ‘youadvised regarding fur-
ther developiments.”

ahlberg: was -chosen to repre-
‘sex 'éount-ig;s in* Washington, Ore-
‘gon, Idaho and Montana at the Bu-
reau of Public Roads meeting in
| Washidgton, D.C.which: is now in

progress.

! It has Been pointed out that by
the -government’s - constructing. the
span’ across- the river, the value of
the timber ‘would be increased suf-
ficiently to: pay for ‘the project.
The' timberlands, 6wned-by the U.S,
Governmerit'and Washington state,
are to go on:sale to private timber

compahies at some date in the fu- -
ture,  Theé bridge would enhance |
‘the'value of thé timber area  so, |
.that bidders for the land would in-’ ;

-directly help finance the construe-
{tion. .
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