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Danger Of Serious

Flood Is Lessened As
River Starts Receding

\Danger Not Yet Over,But Hundreds Breathe
. Easier; River At Highest Point Since 1917;
Dropping Rapidly In Eastern Section Of
County; Scores Labor To Stop Dike Breaks

Hundreds of residents ln many sectlons of lower Skagit
county breathed a littlé gasier this aflernoon when It became
apparent that the threat of the worst flood in Years was
gradunlly passing. The danger was not yet over, howeaver,
and scores of men continued their labors in gtremgthening
weak points In the entite network of dikes which protect
thia section.

It was belleved ihe high point in the river had besn
repched early this afternoon, and the Skagit was expectad
| to start receding later today. At 2 o'clock. river watchers
gaid the Skagit was no longer riging, The county gauge
was out of sight, but it was estimated the river had reached
| n helght of 28 feet. which is within a very lew Inches of the
bigh ln 1917 when sections of the county were visited by

disastrous [oeds.

— = Tha river was ot lsost & foot
high#r than three Fears &go whsn
dlicos Broks Al yerloes places caus
ng the muodation of bundreds of
peres of form Ianils All that saved
‘i recurromes of ihe Oood of late
Pobruary in 1632 wan the sirengthe
snlng of the dikss under the CTWA
progroim, many declures

Reports from (he eastorn part of
the county wers to the effect that
the river haid dropped threa or [our
yleat ab Concrets and that the Sks-
gli hod receded 18 inches hotween
Hamilion sad Lyman fFon 0 o, m
untll fhoh.

This news was jorfally received
in Mount Vernon apd other sso-
tioms of the lower yallay whera
the river had riaen wisadlly all
oight. The wilsr contizued 1o rise
fere untll this afterncon. Although
gnuges were out of slghl, thoss us-
|inf markers estimated the river
had risen seven or elght Inches
from # o'cleck ikt maorning uatil
2 pelock this alteriooin.
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Mennwhils, the Nght to save (he
cellnpse of dikes at variois piaces
wan continulag.  Althsegh rimors
kot this iy In o sinie of exclie
ment throoghout the day, there
wia only ohe notun] dike braole I
ocemrrod on the south bank  af
Frestiwnter slough, south of Fir, It
wis floodlng spproximatsly 56
ncres of land Bear the Islasd Gug

club. The farms of (e Thompeos,

A1 thot place, woter hahbled up in
the figll & few hundred Teol weni
af ihe ke ieslf. Warkers plled
aniid Tigs omto (he apot sn (Rat |
‘e rashing water would ool abder
milne the dike ss i did in 1832

Residents of Mount Vernan
Burllngton had seares Lhis mare|
ng, but prompt work keplt the
dikps from washing out apd Tlood-
g the two cities, Tn Moumnd VeT=
nan the fire depariment cabled out
volunlesr workers i 5 o'clock Chis
mirning to pile sandbags on (w0
weak spols In the dike nesr b
Pedern] condensery The walst
wns sarilng o seep under the dike
when ithe alirm wis  souaded,
Hundreds of resldents were aroapd
andl, femring & serious  bresi
siihed to the scons to walbch LP
TpeTdiofd

Al Burlingion, iwo or Lhres
seak spods In the dike wers bols
dernd and the danger WEN De-
ifeved past. A break ai moy of
ihe piaces would have flopded the
:oem of Hurlmugion.

Twn more emergency calls fof
workers were acunded here todRy,
AL §2:00 morn men were called 1o
it Archie Young farm on ithe
river bend In Bouth BMounk Vers
pon.  The waler was bubbling up
in the field, but sand bags were
pllsd over the &pol Lo ellminsie
the dsnger far the dme beng. |

An houor or so later, an appesl wos
ni o the Tlre station here for
more men pesr the H. L. Willis
forem, weal of this city on the Mo-
Lean road. Workess wors als
mished o that soone.

AL 330, a botnl of 4000 sscks aof
gand had been used Lo provent the
Varney slough break. THrky men
ware siil] oo duly and they thought
the Eltustion was well under cob-
trol unkeas the high water lasia.

Many homes in West Mount Ver-
finf. were inondnied. They are lo-

cabedl betwesn the river amd the
west slde dike. Whaler was covering
i Cloor ai Lhe Wesi Bide Oonfsce

store opernted by Ml Flore
ence Blegle.




