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Need For Flood Co
Federal And State Aid |

At Stake In Election
| Planning Council Says

A statement pointing out the need for organizing o
flood control district in Skaglt county, upon which the olig-
ible voters reslding east of Swinomish channel will make
8 decizion December 3, was lssuesd toslay by the Skagit comn-
1y planning counecil. Members of the councl are: B V.
Wells, chairman; Grant Sisson, secretary: J, H. Hulbert,
(Harold MeFarlune, Peter Lee, James T, Ovenell, W, . Mor-
gnn, Carol Brider, J. H. Smith, State Benator W, J, Bnut-
gel, A, 0. Mosler, Bd Schwarts, Clyde F. Bhrauger,

The planning councll points out In Its statement that
the county has been unablé to solve the flood problem for
tiore than Fifty years, and that with the organization of a
district, Skagit county will be in a position to receive assist-
ance from the state and federnl governments, without which
| & permanent solution cannot be areived at,

Full text of the council’s statement follows:

| -
| The Piantlie Coooell belleves
I‘|-|'.|E formation of our [lood eoditral
districe 1s the most important thing
Ehls county hei attempted o0 do
The Gkiglt ind Bamish civers Baove
Always presented = serlous o
lem. Thorouglh the Pears, instensd of
|Erowing belter, Lthe danpers hove
|ecnstantly incrensed, Bomething
|l1tlur. b= dane ar the sntire yaley
{lmces disaster. In the past we bave
tried to work aingle-handed. This
Ihu fmiled

ntrol

Can't Sgeeeed Alone ]
The lind in this wlley has besn
reclalmerd [rom overflow by rlvers
and sl Walsr ol tremendous oosd
| Fifty yeurs ago the [ndividusl tried
to atke sl draka his land. In & fow
years I learped that he could naot
jsmceeed alone. His peighbors joip-
|ed with him mnd formed diks and
|dIHJ|.'II:I.:F districts dealgnied Lo pros
{tect nng reclalm amall isclated wn- |
II.I.L Nelghtoring  farmers  formed |
cimiar dlsiricts; each frying to
profect [ propesty, regoreiess of
what happened o the adjolning
digtriot. We now have 27 indeperd-
lent diicing  and  dralodge  aolis
| Through the yeirs they hove spet
fover §LO00C00 of [he taxpayers'|
{meaey fur prolection
| The [fertility of the lapd In [his
valley b without comparison. We
hove, sn we know, ooe af the most
highly developsd commonities in
|the Norihweat. It has been buili wp
Jthrough the expendituse of mil-
(licna upen milloRs of dollafs. Wel
hare recontly realised, throogh the
[flood of two years ngo, when over!
_?ﬂ.m pEres were tinder salt waler,
mnd through ihe fmci ‘thei each
(winler wae now have [ecds from the
(Sgngit and Bamish rivers, thal we
must haove help,
Citirs Are Menooeil
| As we have been milding our
dikes, the timber has Been logeed
from pur hulla, They are pow bire
They no longer hodd ek ihe rain-
:rll“ und melting enow. This water |
eomes Infa the rivers moce rapidly
i1l:|rlr.| belure, A% Hamibton, Lymam,|

Zlerling nnd & hundred oiber places
on both (he Skagit and Samish U |
|Fivers nre ench year weshing sawy|
sored Lphn ncres of lond, This sili!
hina filled wp the mouths of 1.]:.;.
rivers and the river beds The dikes!
cinnoté hold back the flood waters |
:E'.ul::h. yenr bhis vonditlon is gn:rw-i
ing worse. The entire farming areo |
and e exlalence of Lowis sdach L
Miunt Vernen, Burlingten, Lyman, |
Hamllten |sn jeopardized. At Biers|
ling the Skngit has so chapged jts'
conirse BDd B 80 repidly oubling
nwny Lhe civer bank that & will
soon Iorce o new chonosl north
ol Burlingich through the farming
||:|.;:.|.|:L'.r_lr tn salt water. If you do
not believe it go and look. Same-
II|!|l|'i| ksl be dooe and (b miist be
dons st ance ar the whale wvalley
will face dizasier. What exn we do?

A half esntury Af svmesienss hae'




