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|River Boat History Recalled:
Many 0id Timers Are Coming|

The ald Mualsipgl river |1JJ1
have nothing on Lhe Bksgit river
Saturdny sfternoon, when riwer
bonts will converge on hls ety
und bring an sreay of old and
new fiver captalng, mates and en- |
gincers. the lke of which ”iount
Vernan lsms nsver withessed,

Beares of Invitations hnve been
senl oul by the chamber af com-
merce pommities, §nd sceepliness
g pow pourlng n [rom  these
river men, who will aitend Sstur-
doy'n [estivities

Ald river men relate how river

sopped nf Avon, BedrosWoolley,
Humilton and Lyman, mnd mn ap
with passengers s far ns Saok
The only meama of entrangs  In
those days was by bomi on the
river, a8 there were mo ronds, and
rallronds weee anheard of
Capt, Plnkerton Veleran

I is believed thal Osplaln Vie-
tor Finkerion, who residss here,
and is enptain of the Bicagls Chief,
is the oldest living rlver copiatn
atill opersting on the fyer, He

boats of 50 years apgo brought pas-
sengera and freighi :m_mu.‘
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(Contiomed from Pags One)

of AMount Vermon was 0 [aw
bulldings alopg the rnver bank,
nlmost Bidden by tall coday tresa.
However, the enpialn Eindes thai
bonty ran up e elver with pas.
BEREETE Ovar 30 Yoo azc: Lthe
firmt poaddie wheelers being the
Lephyr nrd thie Jasrphine,
tommanded by Capt. Dan Benaon,
ThEld paEFGEsT traffio incroased
to Euelh on “exient that four sl
Live passengsr bodis were  run-
ning up the Beagit at the zame
L, The old Skagit Chiel A
Henry Bailey, speratéd Ey  Cap-
tnind Hepry EBolley nnd  George
Hill, operated on the rFlwver. and
Capt. M. H. MarDompld, who il
atarted the present Blagit River
Mavigatlen Co e of  boats,
which has operoted conlineonesly
Blote, purchased Lhe ald Heory
Halkey, changed Lier omme to the
Cigy of COhampagne, then rebuill
ber and pamed her the Simgit
Chiren
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I is melaled this <ld stern-
wheeler wan ane of tha best kmewm
boats on the river, sinoe she hod
theer pames during her life. Capt.
MpcDonnld then bulll ond oper-
nted the Clan MacDonald, and
buflls and operated meny civer
boais up to ithe time of his
death o few yenrs ago, when his
moo, Capt Harry MacDeonsld and
diughiles cartied an.

Okl Eoais Remembersl

Other boafs aperatlng oo Lhe
river will ba remombered as Lhe
T € BResd owoed and operated
oy Capis. Chas Elwell and Pink-
erton ower 39 yonra ago, amd the
Luly, Cilide, Marroe,

Old river men relate that the
only sde wheeksr which came up
the rlver oo regular trips-was Lhe
pld Alkl, Thotumnds af phassen-
gers used thess bonts pa the ooly
(mEana  of trareportalion 1o and
from thix city, wnd meay are the
stortes todd of 1l Uips tAaken 4urs

Ilﬂﬂ' MNends and sorms, s well os
{when o bondi load of passengers
{was held up for hours susk an
‘the tkds Natse. Alss old Dimers re-
icall the excurslons from  Moans
Vermon on river bante to Whidhy
Jieinndl. eATEVInE hundesda of oeE-
cirzionita on thess weskly Lrips,
with band nnd baseball téama, wod
Roeardion OrEhERTRE
Md Timers Coming

Old river men arn beginning toj
11t the well of years, ms they pre=
pare for Haturday's [estivizies on
the fiver, when they honor one
ef thelr old timers  T-year-obd
Capt. F. A BHlegel who bhos bDosp
on the river Tor £3 years, prolllng
CHE dabigerdia =nags, whd afroighl-
eniing the channel, ns well  As
dredging oul shallow bess.  Thens
ol river men are Begplnnlns Lo
dust off their best ymrns to swap
with e#acli other, afd (he old
“anlta” will be primed to tel]l =0
onn emach other when they psther
around the banguet board Lhat
|runu.uu. Theé= capioina, mnles,
|enginesrs, and ol will eome from
miles mround, snd this Litle cliy
will be helr ssaparl for Lhal doj.




